
MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

La Grange Community Center
200 Washington Avenue

La Grange,lL 60525

Monday, August 24,2015 - 7:30 p.m.

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange regular meeting was called to order at730
p.m. by President Livingston. On roll call, as read by Village Clerk John Bums, the following
were:

PRESENT: Trustees Arnett, Holder (arrived 7:35), Kotynek, Kuchler, Langan, and McCarty,
with President Livingston presiding.

ABSENT: None

OTHERS Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Assistant Village Manager Andrianna Peterson

Village Attorney Mark Burkland
Community Development Director Patrick Benj amin
Finance Director Lou Cippanone
Assistant Public Works Director Mike Bojovic
Police Chief Renee Strasser
Fire Chief Don Gay

President Livingston requested that the Village Clerk lead the audience in reciting the pledge of
allegiance.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

A. Proclamation - Community Diversity Group 24th Annual Race Unity Rally

Upon President Livingston's request, Clerk Burns read the Proclamation proclaiming

Sunday, September tl,lOtS as Race Unity Day. Noting that the24th Annual Rally would be

held in the Village Hall Auditorium beginning at 3:00 p.m., President Livingston encouraged

all to gather and celebrate diversity in the community at this event. Trustee Langan moved to

approve the Proclamation, seconded by Trustee McCarty. President Livingston expressed

thanks to all involved in this annual event.
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Motion approved by voice vote.



3

4.

Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, August 24,2015 -Page2

President Livingston advised of a prior Head Start meeting at Davis Memorial AME Church.

President Livingston noted the partnership with the Park District of La Grange in utilizing the

Community Center facility. Advising of the newly installed Willow Springs Road traffic signal,

President Livingston expressed thanks to legislators for assistance in funding.

President Livingston reflected on the previous year when the Village incurred historic rainfall
and flooding and by working together addressed and resolved sewer system issues. President

Livingston noted a recent meeting with Moody's who have reaffirmed the Village's Aa2 status

rating in conjunction with the issuance of bonds on this evening's agenda.

President Livingston provided information on the Robert E. Coulter American Legion's
upcoming September I I Commemorative Ceremony.

troviding dates and times for the upcoming Evening of Art and Jazz,West End Art Festival, and

auction of the little libraries, President Livingston advised residents to visit the La Grange

Business Association website for details.

Lastly, President Livingston advised of an upcoming event for residents to safely shred

documents.

PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

None

OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

A. Ordinance (#0-15-28) - Creating an Additional Class A-2 Liquor License, Steak and

Vine, LLC,37 S. La Grange Road

B. (#0-15-29) Amendment to Fee Schedule - Water Meters

C. Resolution (#R-15-09) - First Addendum to the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Master

Agreement

D. Award of Contract - Parking Structure Bumper V/all Repairs

E. Ordinance (#O-15-30) - Disposal of Surplus Property/Miscellaneous Personal Property

F. Minutes of the Village of La Grange Board of Trustees Regular Meeting, Monday, July
13,2015

G. Consolidated Voucher 150727 ($793,371.80)

H. Consolidated Voucher 150810 ($935,556.49)

I. Consolidated Voucher 150824 ($805,922.50)
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It was moved by Trustee Langan to approve items A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and I of the

Omnibus Agenda, seconded by Trustee McCarty.

Trustee Holder inquired if the water meter fees reflect the actual costs to the Village and

Finance Director Lou Cippanone responded affirmatively.

Motion approved by roll call vote.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Kuchler, Kotynek, Holder, Arnett, McCarty and Langan
None
None

5. CURRENT BUSINESS

Special Event - La Grange Business Association'oWest End Art Festivalo'and "An
Evening of Art & Jazz": Referred to Trustee McCarty

Trustee McCarty noted the most rewarding aspects of what the Village Board does is

recognizing and supporting events and programs that build community and make La

Grange the great place to live. Trustee McCarty noted the West End Art Festival and the

recent addition of An Evening of Art & Jazz compliment the recently completed Stone

Avenue Train Station. Reflecting on the dedication of Ms. Andrea Barnish in conjunction
with the La Grange Business Association Trustee McCarty advised of a request for Village
Board approval oithe 20th Annual "West End Art Festival" on Saturday, September 19 and

Sunday, September 20,2015 along with 'oAn Evening of Art and Jazz" to be held on

Friday, September 17, 2015.

Trustee McCarty added that this year's event will include the auction of the Summer Art
Project Little Free Libraries. There will also be a culinary tent and various performances

throughout the event.

Trustee McCarty explained that it is necessary for the Village to formally approve the

temporary closure of Burlington Avenue and portions of Stone Avenue and Waiola Avenue

for the outdoor display and to waive restrictions for the outdoor display and sale of goods

and services in the C-2ZoningDistrict.

Trustee McCarty added that the Village Liquor Commissioner will separately consider

permission to sell and serve beer and wine at the event.

It was moved by Trustee McCarty that the Village Board authorize the La Grange Business

Association to utilize Burlington Avenue from Waiola Avenue to Brainard Avenue for "An
Evening of Art and JazÌ'on September 18, the Summer Art Project Little Free Libraries

Auction on September 19 and the West End Art Festival on September 19 and20 that the

restrictions prohibiting outdoor display and sale of goods and services be waived in
conjunction with this event; and that all conditions be satisfied, seconded by Trustee

Langan.

A

Motion approved by voice vote.
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B. Ordinance (#0-15-31) - Providing for the issuance of approximately $14,500,000 General

Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source) for improvements to the Village's sewer

system, and for the levy of a direct annual tax to pay the principal of and interest on the

bonds, and for the sale of the bonds to the purchaser: Refened to Trustee Kotynek

Trustee Kotynek provided detailed information on the implementation of sewer

improvement projects. Explaining previous discussions related to the details and funding,

Trustee Kotynek indicated that the Village's operating budget reflects the issuance of a
general obligation, alternate revenue bond for funding.

Trustee Kotynek added that Kane, McKenna, Capital,Inc. was approved as financial

advisors and Chapman and Cutler LLP as bond counsel. Trustee Kotynek explained the

process, public hearing, and applicable state statutes which the Village complied in
preparation for the issuance of the S14.5 million Altemate Revenue Sewer Bonds Series

2015.

The Village requested a meeting with Moody's Investors Services in order to obtain a

current bond rating. The outcome of the meeting was favorable and Moody's reassigned an

Aa2rating. Trustee Kotynek noted that Moody's recognized the Village's healthy financial
profile supported by ample operating fund reserve levels; moderate debt burden supported

by non-property tax levy resources; and a moderately sized and affluent tax base.

Trustee Kotynek noted that the Village's financial advisor, Mr. Phil McKenna is in
attendance to provide the outcome of the electronic on-line bidding process for the alternate

revenue sewer bonds.

Trustee Kotynek moved to adopt an ordinance authorizing the issuance of $14,500,000
General Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2015, seconded by Trustee

Langan.

Trustee Holder inquired where the Aa2 rating places the Village. The Village's Financial

Advisor Mr. Phil McKenna noted this being an excellent rating and that La Grange is much

higher than most other communities. Mr. Phil McKenna indicated that five bids were

received with the lowest bid of 3.28% from Hutchinson, Shockey, Erley & Company of
Chicago, Illinois

President Livingston expressed his thanks to the management team and Mr. McKenna for
their professionalism in resolving serious funding challenges.

Motion approved by roll call vote.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

Trustees McCarty, Holder, Kuchler, Langan, Amett, and Kotynek
None
None
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6. MANAGER'S REPORT

President Livingston inquired if there was a Manager's report. Village Manager Pilipiszyn

explained that the Plan Commission is considering various draft amendments to the La Grange

ZoningCode as part of the Village's commitment to ongoing review and proactive consideration

of zoning and land use trends. Mr. Pilipiszyn added that Village Attorney Burkland has worked

with Community Development Director Patrick Benjamin and requested Mr. Burkland to reflect

on the draft amendments to the zoning code.

Attorney Burkland explained that many of the draft amendments are maintenance, such as

adjustments to permitted and special use lists including new definitions. Others are meant to

strengthen existing provisions, such as more specific standards for fence materials. Attorney

Burkland noted other draft amendments add reasonable regulations in various sections, such as

size and height limitations on play houses and tree houses.

Indicating several items for consideration, Attorney Burkland briefly described brewpubs; wine

and beer boutiques; tobacco stores and stands; craft breweries and craft distilleries; donation

boxes; play houses; and tree houses as items which were discussed by the Plan Commission

through workshops and public hearings.

President Livingston noted this is not an item for Board action but as information for future

reference of Board consideration.

Trustee Langan commented on the Liquor Commissioners discussions related to several of the

related items in conjunction with possible amendments to the liquor code.

President Livingston recognized and thanked Regina McClinton, Beth Augustine, and John

Pappas for being in attendance this evening.

Village Manager Pilipiszyn requested Assistant Public Works Director Mike Bojovic to provide

an update on Cossitt Avenue and Kensington Avenue. Mr. Bojovic responded that Kensington

Avenue is scheduled after Labor Day and landscaping for Cossitt Avenue is taking place in a
couple of weeks.

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA

Mr. John Pappas, 204 7th Avenue requested an update on way finding signage recommended by
La Grange 2020 and President Livingston responded that it would be part of the upcoming
budget discussions.

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION

9. TRUSTEE COMMENTS

Trustee Holder expressed his thanks to Mr. Steve Palmer and the successful Endless Summer

event.
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10. ADJOURNMENT

At 8:20 p.m. Trustee Langan moved to adjoum, seconded by Trustee Holder. Motion approved

by voice vote.
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ATTEST:

John Burns, Village Clerk
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Thomas E. Livingston, Village President

Approved Date: September L4, 2015


