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MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Village Hall Auditorium
53 South La Grange Road

La Grange,lL 60525

Monday, December 14,2015 - 7:30 P.m.

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange regular meeting was called to order at7:30
p.m. by President Livingston. On roll call, as read by Village Clerk John Burns, the following

were:

PRESENT: Trustees Arnett, Holder, Kotynek, Kuchler, Langan and McCarty, with President

Livingston presiding.

ABSENT: None

OTHERS: Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Assistant Village Manager Andrianna Peterson

Village Attorney Mark Burkland
Community Development Director Patrick Benj amin
Finance Director Lou CiPPanone
Public Works Director Ryan Gillingham
Police Chief Renee Strasser

Fire Chief Don Gay

President Livingston requested the Village Clerk lead the audience in reciting the pledge of
allegiance.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President Livingston expressed thanks to the Historical Society and all involved in making the

annual La Grange Business Association's Hometown Holiday a successful event.

Acknowledging recent passage of legislative assistance, President Livingston expressed thanks

to State Legislators for their partnership with municipalities.

President Livingston provided information on an upcoming stake holder workshop meeting

regarding trafftc concerns related to Lyons Township High School.

Advising that the December 28 Village Board of Trustees meeting is being canceled, President

Livingston noted the regularly scheduled meeting on January ll,2016 will be a bi-annual
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strategic planning session and held at the La Grange Memorial Hospital. A Capital Projects

Workshop will be held on February 1,2016.

President Livingston recognized previously retired Executive Secretary Cathy Benjamin and

Administrative Secretary Ellie Elder on her upcoming retirement. Gratitude was expressed to

both for their years of service.

PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

None

OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

A. Ordinance (#O-15-4S) - Resubdivision of Lots, 638 South Edgewood Avenue

B. Lyons Township Area Communications Center: Motion to Authorize The Expenditure Of
Funds To Purchase Radio Consoles

C. Intergovernmental Agreement - Between The Village Of La Grange And The Illinois
Department Of Transportation (IDOT) - Maintenance Of State Roads

D. Water Main Replacement Project East of Villa Venice South of 51st Street - Engineering

Task Order

E. Ordinance (#O-15-49) - Disposal of Surplus Property

F. Ordinance (#0-15-50) - Disposal of Surplus Property / Miscellaneous Personal Property

G. Minutes of the Village of La Grange Board of Trustees Regular Meeting, Monday,

November 23,2015

H. Consolidated Voucher l5l2l4($1,246,805.81)

It was moved by Trustee Holder to approve items A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H of the Omnibus

Agenda, seconded by Trustee Langan.

Approved by 6 to 0 roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Arnett, Kotynek, Kuchler, McCarty, Holder and Langan

Nays: None
Absent: None

5. CURRENT BUSINESS

Ordinance (#0-15-51þ Amendment To An Existing Special Use Permit / Site Plan

Approval To Construct A New Parish Center Addition To The Existing Religious

Oiganization (SIC #866),600 W. 55th Street, St Cletus Parish: Referred to Trustee Langan

A.
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Trustee Langan explained that St. Cletus Parish is planning to construct a one-story parish

center connãcted to the school. Providing details on the project, Trustee Langan noted a

public hearing conducted by the Plan Commission on November 10, 2015 at which time key
'features 

were discussed. Trustee Langan noted the Plan Commissions recommendation to

approve the amendment to an existing Special User Permit and new Site Plan with specific

.õnditionr. prior to making a motion, Trustee Langan invited representatives of St. Cletus

Parish to answer any questions the Board may have.

Father Clark, Andy Hineman, Matt Hichens, and Kimley Hom introduced themselves and

provided additional information on the project.

Trustee Arnett inquired if the concerns presented at the Plan Commission were addressed

and was affirmed ihat they were. Indicating her favor of the modifications, Trustee Arnett

inquired about parking and was advised that it was acceptable to code requirements.

Trustee Kotynek inquired about funding and Father Clark responded that Phase I is

completely funded and assistance from the Chicago Archdiocese is anticipated for Phase II.

Trustee Langan inquired if traffic and pedestrian safety were discussed with the school and

parents. Father Clark responded affirmatively.

Trustee Kuchler inquired if landscaping would be completed with Phase I and was advised it
would.

Trustee Holder inquired about the time frame for the project and was informed that Phase I

is to be completed in a Year.

Trustee Langan moved to approve the ordinance granting an amendment to a Special User
permit, and approval of a nèw site plan to construct a new parish center addition to the

existing religiõus organization at 600 W. 55th Street, seconded by Trustee Holder.

Trustee McCarty thanked representatives of St. Cletus Parish for working with the Plan

Commission and Village on this improvement.

Approved by 6 to 0 roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Kotynek, Kuchler, Amett, McCarty, Holder and Langan

Nays: None
Absent: None

B. Ordinance (#o-l 5-52) - Abatement of 2015 Tax Levy I 2005 Street Light Refunding

Bonds: Referred to Trustee KotYnek

Trustee Kotynek indicated he would report on the next five items individually for open

discussion and voting.

Trustee Kotynek explained the history of the Residential Streetlight Program noting the

Village Board's approval to issue alternate revenue bonds in 1998 to complete the program.
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Due to more favorable interest rates in 2005, the Village adopted an ordinance authorizing

the refunding of the remaining outstanding bonds, thereby saving the Village approximately

$100,000 in interest over the remaining life of the issue which matures on December l,
2017. Trustee Kotynek added that the Village has been able to identify revenues derived

from the utility taxes as alternative revenues pledged to pay for principal and interest

expenditures relating to these bonds. Therefore it is appropriate to abate the portion of the

bonds maturing during FY 2016-17 from the 2015 tax levy.

It was moved by Trustee Kotynek to approve the Ordinance abating taxes levied for the year

2015 with respect to the $2,785,000 General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Altemate

Revenue Source, Series 2005, in the amount of $302,285, seconded by Trustee Langan.

Approved by 6 to 0 roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees McCarty, Arnett, Kuchler, Langan, Holder and Kotynek

Nays:
Absent:

None
None

C. Ordinance (#0-15-53) - Abatement of 2015 Tax Levy I General Obligation Altemate

Revenue Water Bonds, Series 2012A: Referred to Trustee Kotynek

Trustee Kotynek noted the Village Board's previous approval of two significant

infrastructure improvements to the Village's water system. Trustee Kotynek explained that

one provided for the replacement of the Village's water meters which had reached the end of
their useful life and the other to provide for various mechanical and technical upgrades to

the water pumping station.

Trustee Kotynek added to fund these two significant infrastructure capital projects the Board

adopted an ordinance authorizing the issuance of $2.08 million in general obligation,

altemate revenue \ryater bonds in September,2012. Trustee Kotynek noted that the Series

2012A bond issue is a general obligation, alternate revenue source issue, and revenues

derived from the collection of water sales are pledged to pay the principal and interest

expenditures related to this issue. Further explaining that sufficient monies are budgeted

and available within the Water fund, Trustee Kotynek noted it is appropriate to abate this
portion of the tax levy.

It was moved by Trustee Kotynek to approve the Ordinance abating taxes levied for 2015

with respect to the $2,080,000 General Obligation, Alternate Revenue Water bonds, Series

20l2/^,in the amount of $130,730, seconded by Trustee McCarty.

Approved by 6 to 0 roll call vote.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Holder, Arnett, Kuchler, McCarty, Langan and Kotynek
None
None
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D. Ordinance (#0-15-54) - Abatement of 2015 Tax Levy I General Obligation Altemate

Revenue Sewer Bonds, Series 2015: Referred to Trustee Kotynek

Trustee Kotynek noted the Board's approval of revenue enhancements to enable the Village

to address critical sewer infrastructure needs along with funding operational priorities to

enhance pubtic safety and economic development. Annotating the sewer infrastructure

improvements, Trustee Kotynek indicated that the Board adopted an ordinance authorizing

the issuance of $14.5 million in general obligation, alternate revenue sewer bonds in August

2015.

Trustee Kotynek noted that the Series 2015 bond issue is a general obligation, alternate

revenue source issue, and revenues derived from non-home rule sales tax, utility tax,

telecommunications tax and sewer sales as the altemative revenues pledged to pay for

principal and interest expenditures relating to this issue. Further explaining that sufficient

monies are budgeted and available within the General Fund and Sewer Fund, Trustee

Kotynek noted it is appropriate to abate this portion of the tax levy.

It was moved by Trustee Kotynek to approve the Ordinance abating taxes levied for 2015

with respect to the $14,500,000 General Obligation, Altemate Revenue Sewer Bonds, Series

20l5,in the amount of $1,036,331.26, seconded by Trustee Langan.

Approved by 6 to 0 roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Holder, Amett, Kuchler, Kotynek, McCarty, and Langan

Nays: None
Absent: None

E. Resolution - Levying a Tax for Library Operating Purposes: Referred to Trustee Kotynek

Trustee Kotynek noted that the La Grange Library is a "municipal library" rather than a

separate "public library district" and as such must levy property taxes as part of the Village

of Lu Grunge tax levy. Trustee Kotynek indicated that the La Grange Library Board of
Trustees 2015 tax levy request for operating purposes is $2,206,164 which is a2.09o/o

increase over last year's tax levy. This is the allowable increase under the Property Tax

Limitation Act and is equal to the increase of the Village tax levy request. Trustee Kotynek

noted that the Library's debt service levy decreased due to more favorable interest rates and

the recent refunding of the 2004 General Obligation Library bonds originally issued for the

construction of the new library building. Adding that by refunding the outstanding bonds,

Village residents will realize a savings of approximately $750,000 in interest over the

remaining life of the issue which will mature on December 1,2024.

Trustee Kotynek noted that representatives from the La Grange Library are in attendance to

address any questions. Jeanne Dilger introduced herself and members of the Library Board

and expressed thanks to the Village for partnering with the library.

It was moved by Trustee Kotynek to accept La Grange Public Library Resolution approved

by the Library Board, seconded by Trustee Arnett.
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Approved by 6 to 0 roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Holder, Kuchler, Langan, McCarty, Amett and Kotynek

Nays: None
Absent: None

F. Ordinance (#0-15-55) - 2015 Property Tax Levy for Village Operations: Referred to

Trustee Kotynek

Trustee Kotynek explained that the preliminary 2015 property tax levy was reviewed and

discussed indetail at ttt. November 23,2015 Village Board meeting and since the tax levy

did not exceed Truth in Taxation requirements it was not necessary to hold a public hearing

to adopt the final levy. Trustee Kotynek indicated that the final tax levy reflects an increase

of 2.09% exclusive of debt service over the prior year's tax extension.

Trustee Kotynek briefly stated how the property tax levy reflects the allowable increase

under the Prôperty Tax Limitation Act of 0.8% of the Consumer Price Index as of December

2014. Trustee Kotynek added that on average, a home with an estimated market value of
$350,000 would only incur an annual increase of $7.87 from the Village levy and $1.33

from the Library levy.

Although a Special Service Area levy is filed with Cook County to ftrnd on-going

maintenance oi the Central Business District, it is not subject to the Truth in Taxation

requirements. Trustee Kotynek advised that the Special Service Area boundaries follow the

former TIF District. By ordinance the Special Service Area levy is to be adjusted annually

by the Consumer Price Index utilized as part of the property Tax Limitation Act. Trustee

Kotynek noted the 2015 Special Service area levy of $74,604 reflects an increase of 0.8%

over last year's levy of $74,021.

It was moved by Trustee Kotynek to adopt the ordinance requesting a 201t5 property tax

levy of $8,830,044, exclusive of debt service, which is a2.090/o increase from the 2014 tax

levyo seconded by Trustee Langan

Trustee Amett inquired about the boundaries of the former TIF district and President

Livingston requested Finance Director Lou Cippanone to respond.

President Livingston noted that the Village uses a long term budget planning process to

maintain fiscal responsibilitY.

Approved by 6 to 0 roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Holder, Kuchler, Langan, McCarty, Arnett and Kotynek

Nays: None
Absent: None

6. MANAGER'S REPORT

None
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7. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA

None

EXECUTIVE SESSION

None

TRUSTEE COMMENTS

Trustee Holder added his thanks to all involved in the successful Hometown Holiday event.

Trustee Holder extended congratulations to Suburban Life Reporter Jane Michaels on her

retirement.

Trustee Kuchler echoed praises foi the La Grange Business Association successful Hometown

Holiday.

Trustee McCarty expressed thanks to the Public Works Department for their efforts in the leaf

program.

Trustee Amett offered congratulations to the La Grange Business Association and the Legacy

Guild for the Santa Stroll.

Trustee Langan extended his well wishes for those retiring from public service.

president Livingston noted the next meeting would be at the La Grange Memorial Hospital

beginning at 6:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:30 p.m. Trustee Langan moved to adjourn, seconded by Trustee McCarty. Motion

approved by voice vote.

10.

Thomas E. Livingston, President

ATTEST:

John Burns, Village Clerk
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