
MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Village Hall Auditorium
53 South La Grange Road

La Grange,lL 60525

Monday, February 8,2016 - 7:30 P.m.

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange regular meeting was called to order at

7:30 p.m. by President Livingston. On roll call, as read by Village Clerk John Burns, the

following were:

PRESENT: Trustees Arnett, Holder, Kotynek, Kuchler, Langan and McCarty, with
President Livingston Presiding'

ABSENT: None

OTHERS Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Assistant Village Manager Andrianna Peterson

Village Attorney Mark Burkland
Finance Director Lou Cipparrone
Public Works Director Ryan Gillingham
Police Chief Renee Strasser
Fire Chief Don Gay
Assistant Community Development Director Angela Mesaros

The Village Clerk led the audience in reciting the pledge of allegiance.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President Livingston reported that the La Grange Business Association has announced
oola Grange Gives." The promotion donates money to various non-profit organizations in

the community residents and guest dine out in La Grange from February 15'28. More

information is available on the LGBA website.

President Livingston will report on the Village Board's strategic planning session that

occurred in January at the February 22,2016, Village Board meeting.

President Livingston provided a report regarding recent armed robberies in La Grange

and La Grange Park. He noted that the Village takes crime very seriously in La Grange,
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that he regretted that the victims were children, and that he was thankful that no one was

injured.

The Village receives approximately 16,000 calls for service each year and serious crimes

on a five-year average account for only 0.08% of those calls. Over the past five years,

the Village has averaged four robberies per year. The robberies in La Grange and

La Grange Park appear to be related. President Livingston asked Police Chief Renee

Strasser to report on the status of the investigation.

Police Chief Strasser reported that the Police Department had increased patrol and hired

back officers for extra patrols in residential areas. The Police Department is actively

following up on leads and is working with other agencies in addition to La Grange Park.

Chief Siraiser thanked the business community for its cooperation in providing

information and security video footage. She also expressed appreciation to residents for

their continued diligence and reporting of any incidents of concern. Chief Strasser

reinforced the importance of a collaborative effort and asked parents to talk to their

children about safety and remaining alert.

PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

None

OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

A. Purchase - Fire Department / Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)

B. Material Purchase - Spring Flower Planting Program.

C. Ordinance - Disposal of Surplus Property / Miscellaneous Personal Property

(Police Department).

D. Ordinance - Disposal of Surplus Property (Public Works Department).

E. Minutes of the Village of La Grange Board of Trustees Regular Meeting, Monday,

January 25,20t6.

F. Consolidated Voucher 160208

It was moved by Trustee Langan to approve items A, B, C, D, E and F of the Omnibus

Agenda, seconded by Trustee Holder.

President Livingston asked Chief Gay to summarize item A. Chief Gay provided a report

and thanked tlte departmental committee for their efforts in securing the grant and

selecting the equipment.
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Approved by 6 to 0 roll call vote:

Ayes: Trustees Arnett, Holder, Kotynek, Kuchler, Langan and McCarty
None
NoneAbsent

Nays

5. CURRENT BUSINESS

A. Ordinance - Variation - Maximum Building Coverage / Anthony and Laura Pigatto,

605 S. Brainard Avenue: Referred to Trustee Langan

Trustee Langan explained that Anthony and Laura Pigatto, owners of the property at

605 S. Brainard Avenue, have applied for a variation from maximum building

coverage requirements to construct an addition to their single family house.

On December 1, 2015, the Zoning Board of Appeals held apublic hearing onthe
matter and recommended that the variation be granted as requested.

The Village Board considered the matter at its regular meeting on Monday, January

25,20t6. During that discussion, members of the Board asked several questions of
the applicants. At the conclusion of the discussion, the Village Board continued the

matter to tonight's meeting.

The applicant's architect Randy King provided responses to the Village Board's

questiõns regarding flooding. Specifically, he stated that the proposed addition would

not increase the existing lot coverage because the addition would be built in a patio

area currently paved with concrete. He stated that the remaining portion of the

concrete patio, approximately 153 square feet in area, would be will be replaced with

permeablè pavers, thus reducing the current lot coverage. Mr. King also spoke about

ãiffrculties caused to the homeowners by the split-level design of the house, which

limits usable space.

The Trustees discussed the seven standards applicable to applicants for variations,

and considered whether the circumstances created unique circumstances that created a

hardship for the homeowners. The Trustees discussed other houses in the Village

with dósigns that create difficulties similar to those encountered by the applicants.

The Trustees also discussed numerous additional factor including among other things

continuing concerns regarding flooding, the deliberations of the ZBA, and

homeowner investments in the Village.

President Livingston stated that the same set of facts can produce different opinions,

all of which are respected. In this case, his considerations included lot coverage,

storm water runoff, and the replacement of impermeable concrete with a permeable

surface.
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It was moved by Trustee Langan and seconded by Trustee Holder to deny the request

for a variation.

Motion failed by a roll call vote:

Ayes: Trustees Holder, Langan and McCarty
Nays: Trustees Arnett, Kotynek, Kuchler and President Livingston
Absent: None

It was then moved by Trustee Arnett and seconded by Trustee Kotynek to approve the

proposed ordinance granting a variation.

Approved by a roll call vote.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Arnett, Kotynek, Kuchler and President Livingston
Trustees Holder, Langan and McCarty
None
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MANAGER'S REPORT

None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA

None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Closed Session - Matters related to the appointment, employment, compensation,

discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees.

President Livingston asked for a motion to adjourn to closed session and told the

audience that the Village Board would not reconvene into open session.

Trustee Langan moved to convene in closed session for the purpose of discussing the

appointment, employment, or performance of specific employees of the Village. The

motion was seconded by Trustee Arnett.

Approved by a roll call vote:

Ayes: Trustees Arnett, Holder, Kotynek, Kuchler, Langan and McCarty
Nays: None
Absent: None
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9. TRUSTEE COMMENTS

Trustee Kuchler thanked his fellow members of the Village Board for their professionalism when

there are differences of opinion. President Livingston remarked that La Grange is successful

because of the Village Board's focus on the details and all sides of an issue when considering

matters.

IO. ADJOURNMENT

approved by voice vote.

Thomas E. Livingston, Village President

ATTEST:

John Bruns, Village Clerk
Approved Date:


