
MINUTES 

 
Community and Economic Development Commission 

Village of La Grange 

 

November 5, 2015 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 

 

A meeting of the Community and Economic Development Commission was held on  

November 5, 2015 in the Auditorium of the Village Hall at 53 South La Grange Road, La 

Grange, IL and was convened at 7:36 p.m. by Chairman Russ Riberto. 

 

Present: Commissioners Wimbush, Palmer, Tussing, Sher, Carlson, Stiles, Janevski, Gale, 

Dillon, Hall, Arnold and Chairman Riberto. 

 

Absent:  Commissioners Reich, Williams and Domanico. 

 

Also Present:  Village President Tom Livingston, Village Clerk John Burns, Village 

Trustee Liaison David McCarty, Patrick Benjamin, Community Development Director, 

Angela Mesaros, Assistant Community Development Director and Joyce Gomolinski, 

Community Development Clerk. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

On motion by Commissioner Palmer, seconded by Commissioner Carlson, the Minutes of 

the June 4, 2015 Community and Economic Development Commission meeting were 

approved.   

 

III. BUSINESS AT HAND – FAÇADE LOAN PROPOSAL 

 

Patrick Benjamin presented an update on the proposal for façade loans from the First 

National Bank of La Grange.  A Board Report and Ordinance will be presented on 

November 9th to the Village Board of Trustees.  If approved by the Village Board, the Bank 

will organize a campaign to begin advertising the program.   

 

Motion to APPROVE carried 6/0/3: 

 

AYE: Wimbush, Palmer, Tussing, Sher, Carlson, Stiles, Janevski, Gale, Dillon,  

Hall, Arnold and Chairman Riberto. 

  

  NAY:   None. 

 

  ABSENT:  Reich, Domanico and Williams. 

.  
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UPDATE - VALET PARKING  

 

Zach Cooke and Jaime Navarro of Accurate Parking Solutions presented information on 

the current valet parking system in place in downtown La Grange.  They discussed loading 

zones for safe drop off and easy access for carry out customers.  They are projecting a 20% 

increase from November through February and would like to improve the visual appeal of 

the valet stations.  They will start keeping statistics on the businesses valet users frequent 

as well as continue with the stats currently tracked.  The year-long contract would provide 

statistics outlining usage through holidays, winter months, and summer.  It would also be 

beneficial to the company to have a longer contract with the Village so they can reduce 

insurance costs since they now have to buy month to month.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Carlson, seconded by Commissioner Wimbush, to 

recommend approval of a contract from July 2015 through July 2016 not to exceed 

$40,000.   

 

Motion to APPROVE carried 12/0/3: 

 

AYE: Wimbush, Palmer, Tussing, Sher, Carlson, Stiles, Janevski, Gale, Dillon,  

  Hall, Arnold and Chairman Riberto. 

 

  NAY:   None. 

 

  ABSENT:  Reich, Domanico and Williams. 

 

UPDATE – STATUS OF VILLAGE ENTRYWAY & TRAILBLAZING SIGNS 

 

Community Development Assistant Director Angela Mesaros presented information to the 

Commission regarding entryway and trailblazing signs.  Cost of an entry sign is $15,000 

per sign, internally lit (similar to the parking lot kiosk signs).  Two design firms presented 

costs for planning and site visits for the entryway signs.  Ms. Mesaros suggested using 

Infinity Signs, with Village Staff assistance.  Both firms stated permitting from IDOT is 

very difficult and recommended Village Staff procure the permits.  Commissioners also 

suggested an additional sign where the La Grange Hospital begins on South Gilbert Road.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Palmer, seconded by Commissioner Arnold, to 

recommend approval of a contract not to exceed $5,000 with Infinity Signs as a vendor for 

site visit and planning of entryway signs.   
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Motion to APPROVE carried 12/0/3: 

 

  AYE: Wimbush, Palmer, Tussing, Sher, Carlson, Stiles, Janevski, Gale, Dillon,  

  Hall, Arnold and Chairman Riberto. 

 

  NAY:   None. 

 

 ABSENT:  Reich, Domanico and Williams 

 

IV.      NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Community Development Director Patrick Benjamin discussed new projects in the Village, 

including the Opus – Uptown La Grange and 40 S. Ashland, new liquor licenses for Steak 

and Vine and 14-16 and various businesses opening and closing in downtown  La Grange 

as well as the Unwrap La Grange promotion and Small Business Saturday. 

 

Commissioner Steve Palmer updated the commission on the success of the second Endless 

Summerfest and Trustee Dave McCarty spoke for President Livingston who instructed the 

Commissioners to find a way to bring people to the east side of the Village and recognize 

it as part of the Village of La Grange. 

 

V. NEXT MEETING: 

 

 Chairman Riberto recommended setting a date after Infinity has information to present 

regarding the entryway signs.  He will coordinate with Community Development Director 

Benjamin to determine a meeting date, most likely in February.   

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being nothing further to come before the Community and Economic Development 

Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Janevski and seconded by 

Commissioner Sher that the meeting be adjourned at 9:24 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

  

 

________________________________________                                                                                                   

Patrick Benjamin 

Community Development Director 


