
MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Village Hall Auditorium
53 South La Grange Road

La Grange,lL 60525

Monday, November 12,2007 - 7:30 p.m.

1. CALLTO ORDERAND ROLL CALL

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange regular meeting was called to order at
7:32 p.m. by President Asperger. On roll call, as read by Village Clerk Robert Milne, the
following were present:

PRESENT: Trustees Langan, Horvath, Kuchler, Livingston, Palermo and Wolf

ABSENT: None

OTHERS: Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Assistant Village Manager Andrianna Peterson
Village Attorney Mark Burkland
Community Development Director Patrick Benjamin
Assistant Community Development Director / Planner Angela Mesaros
Finance Director Lou Cipparrone
Assistant Public Works Director Mike Bojovic
Police Chief Mike Holub
Fire Chief David Fleege
Doings Reporter Ken Knutson
Suburban Life Reporter Joe Sinopoli

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President Asperger recognized residents and staff who have served as Veterans.

Cub Scout Webelos, Anthony Berley, Adam Cardone, Tommy Mota, Jamie McMillin
and Thad Przybylowski from Pack 177 of Spring Avenue School were in attendance as

they pursue their Citizenship Badge.

Village Clerk Milne has received an award for his volunteer services from Age Options

Continuing with her announcements, President Asperger thanked the La Grange Business

Association for their highly successful Halloween Walk.
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President Asperger encouraged everyone to visit the newly dedicated La Grange Public
Library which opened this past weekend.

Demolition activity has begun in preparation for the new Village Bluffs condominium
project at 400 E. Elm which is expected to be completed by next year.

Previously this evening a Liquor Commission meeting was held to consider an
application for a Class C-l Liquor License for Aurelio's Pizza which will be
recommended to the Board for their consideration at an upcoming meeting.

The Plan Commission will continue its discussion of the YMCA Redevelopment Project
tomorow evening and all are encouraged to attend.

Earlier this evening a public hearing was held to consider a request for a grant to fund the
installation of power assisted devices for public entrances at the Fire Department, Police
Department and disability entrance of the Village Hall. Additional information may be

obtained by contacting Assistant Village Manager Andri Peterson at 579-2315.

President Asperger announced that following the formal Village Board meeting this
evening, the Board will reconvene in an informal workshop setting to discuss
preservation of the La Grange Theater.

Lastly, President Asperger noted that the Village Board held a planning session last
Friday and Saturday to examine previously set goals and objectives in order to continue
to preserve and enhance the quality of life for the residents of La Grange. Priorities
discussed were economic development, community development, maintenance of
infrastructure, financial management and staff resources. As the notes of that meeting are

transferred over into a written document, they will be placed on the Village website.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

Bob Donahoe, 346 S. Kensington gave specifics of his request for a variation of
maximum building coverage in order to modernize his home including a front porch. Mr.
Donahoe noted his consent to engage in a covenant with the Village that the front porch
never be enclosed and presented signed petitions in support of his proposed addition.

Tim Trompeter, 318 S. Ashland, as the architect for the proposed addition, added that the
variance would compliment the entire block and discourages a tear down of this historical
home.

Rob Lynch, 321 S. Kensington stated his support for the addition.

Dan Coleman,336 S. Kensington noted that the front porch is consistent with many in
the community.

Tyler Jeffrey, 325 S. Kensington noted his support for the variation.
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Edward King, 349 S. Kensington noted his support for the addition and front porch.

Rob Soles, 333 S. Kensington also noted his support for the front porch.

OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

A. Ordinance (#0-07-36) - Disposal of Surplus Property
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Award of Contract - Tree Removal Services (Midwest Tree Service, DeKalb,
Illinois $38,300)

Not-For-Profit Solicitation permit - Family Outreach Program, Inc.

Consolidated Voucher 0711 12 (5756,559.24)

Minutes of the Village of La Grange Board of Trustees Regular Meeting,
Monday, October 22, 2007

Minutes of the Village of La Grange Executive Committee Meeting, Monday,
October 22,2007

It was moved by Trustee Langan to approve items A, B, C, D, E and F of the
Omnibus, seconded by Trustee Horvath. Approved by roll call vote.

B

C.

D.

E.

F.

Ayes:

Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Langan, Horvath, Kuchler, Livingston, Palermo, and

Wolf
None
None

5. CURRENT BUSINESS

Trustee Horvath explained that items A, B, C, and D under current business are requests
for zoning variations and each Trustee has previously received a complete packet of data
to review in order to make the best judgment vote on each individual case.

Ordinance (#O-07-37) - Variation - Corner Side Yard / John and Angela Geraci,
425 East Maple Avenue: Refened to Trustee Horvath

Trustee Horvath gave detailed information relating to the request for this
variation. Trustee Horvath noted that on October 18,2007, the Zoning Board of
Appeals held a public hearing on this matter and recommended that the variation
be granted by a unanimous (6 ayes and 0 nays) vote with the condition that the
petitioners engage in a covenant with the Village that the proposed addition will
remain a single story structure.
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It was moved by Trustee Horvath to approve the ordinance authorizing the
variation corner side yard, 425East Maple Avenue, seconded by Trustee Wolf.

Trustee Wolf inquired if the height of the single story addition would remain and
Community Development Director Patrick Benjamin noted that although not
specifred, is estimated to be allowable storage space, not living space.

Trustee Horvath noted his favor of the variation. Approved by roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Langan, Horvath, Kuchler, Livingston, Palermo and V/olf
Nays: None
Absent: None

Ordinance (#0-07-38) - Variation - Comer Side Yard / Julie and Dan Judd, 30
North Brainard Avenue: Referred to Trustee Horvath

Trustee Horvath gave detailed information relating to the request for this
variation. Trustee Horvath noted that on October 18,2007, the Zoning Board of
Appeals held a public hearing on this matter and recommended that the variation
be granted by a unanimous (6 ayes and 0 nays) vote.

It was moved by Trustee Horvath to approve the ordinance authorizing the
variation corner side yard, 30 North Brainard Avenue, seconded by Trustee Wolf

Trustee Horvath noted his support of the variation

Trustee Langan is in agreement and noted that the request meets the criteria of a
zoning variation. Approved by roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Langan, Horvath, Kuchler, Livingston, Palermo and Wolf
Nays: None
Absent: None

Ordinance (#0-07-39) - Variation - Corner Side yard lMatt Mazur, 45 N
Madison Avenue: Referred to Trustee Horvath

Trustee Horvath gave detailed information relating to the request for this
variation. Trustee Horvath noted that on October 18,2007, the Zoning Board of
Appeals held a public hearing on this matter and recommended that the variation
be granted by a unanimous (6 ayes and 0 nays) vote.

It was moved by Trustee Horvath to approve the ordinance authorizing the
variation corner side yard, 45 North Madison Avenue, seconded by Trustee Wolf.

Trustee Horvath noted his favor of the variation and support for increased safety
with the newly constructed garage.
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Trustee Palermo noted his full support of this variation. Approved by roll call
vote.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Langan, Horvath, Kuchler, Livingston, Palermo and Wolf
None
None

D Ordinance (#0-07-40) - Variation - Maximum Building Coverage / Robert and

Lori Donahoe,346 South Kensingfon Avenue: Referred to Trustee Horvath

Trustee Horvath noted that the variation for maximum building coverage for
Robert and Lori Donahoe was denied by the ZoningBoard of Appeals with six
ayes and zero nays, at least four ayes are required to decide in favor ofany
application.

Trustee Horvath discussed the fact thatZoningBoard members determined this

application did not show a particular hardship, the application did not satisfy the

standards of a variation and therefore, the Zoning Board felt that they must uphold

the intent of the ZoningCode.

Trustee Horvath stated that in accordance with State Statute, the approval of any
proposed variation which fails to receive the approval of the Board of Appeals
will not be passed except by the favorable vote of two-thirds majority vote by roll
call of all Trustees (four out of six Trustees) currently holding office.

It was moved by Trustee Horvath to approve the ordinance authorizing a variation
maximum building coverage, 346 South Kensington Avenue, seconded by
Trustee Palermo.

Trustee Horvath believes it does meet the criteria and is in keeping with the

neighborhood.

Trustee Langan will not support this ordinance and firmly believes that the

ZoningBoard of Appeals was clear that the variation request does not meet the

required standards.

Trustee V/olf expressed her support and noted the alternative demolition of this

home is not in the best interest of the Village.

Trustee Kuchler feels strongly that the denial by the Zoning Board of Appeals

should be upheld and queried if consideration should be given to changing the

criteria mandates used by the Zoning Board of Appeals. Trustee Kuchler
indicated he would not vote in favor of this variation as he does not feel that the

ZoningBoard of Appeals should be over ruled.
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Trustee Wolf believes that the Zoning Board of Appeals has instructed criteria
whereas the Board has some flexibility.

President Asperger does not believe that the criteria changes.

Trustee Horvath agrees that the criteria is the same however, the variance process

is a judgement call and may be viewed differently.

Trustee Langan believes the unanimous vote of the Zoning Board of Appeals to
deny the variation should be a firm recommendation.

Trustee Kuchler believes it is wrong to ignore the Zoning Board of Appeals
decision.

Trustee Wolf indicated the need for an overlay district. President Asperger
clarified that the issue is maximum building coverage not design. There was

lengthy community discussion on the matter and the Village Board decided not to
amend the code.

President Asperger noted it had been moved and seconded to approve the

variation with the condition that the applicants engage in a covenant with the

Village that the front porch never be enclosed. Motion to approve the variation
passes by a4 to 2 vote.

Ayes: Trustees Horvath, Livingston, Palermo and Wolf
Nays: Trustees Kuchler and Langan
Absent: None

La Grange Business Association / Our Hometown Holiday -2007 Christmas
V/alk Sponsorship: Referred to Trustee Livingston

Trustee Livingston explained that the December 1,2007 Hometown Holiday
Christmas V/alk has always been a positive reflection of the Village of La Grange

and brings shoppers into the community. The La Grange Business Association is
requesting that the Village co-sponsor the event in an amount not to exceed

$12,000. Trustee Livingston added that the Village's position of sponsorship is
marketing the event, which includes newspaper advertisements, posters and the
production and mailing of the booklet which lists the activities for the evening.

Trustee Livingston invited Mr. Mike LaPidus, President of the La Grange
Business Association and Ms. Honor Lorenzini, Chairman of the Christmas Walk
2007 to elaborate on the upcoming event.

Mr. LaPidus noted that the l6th annual Christmas Walk "V/alking in a Window
Wonderland" would include several new items: Globes sponsored by local
business to be decorated, displayed and judged for the theme "Peace on Earth;"
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Santa Claus at the La Grange Theater on December 1 and 8; North Pole children's
petting zoo;hay rides; sleigh rides; horse and carriage rides and more.

It was moved by Trustee Livingston to support the Hometown Holiday Christmas
'Walk's cost of advertising and marketing for 2007 in an amount not to exceed

$12,000, with the conditions as outlined in the Village's sponsorship policy,
seconded by Trustee Horvath.

Approved by roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Horvath, Kuchler, Langan, Livingston, Palermo and Wolf
Nays: None
Absent: None

6. MANAGER'S REPORT

None

]. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA

Linda Christiansen, 131 S. Edgewood as a member of the League of 'Women Voters,
requested the Village Board and concemed citizens to attend a local meeting on Saturday,
April 19, 2008 in reference to reducing emissions and global warming. President
Asperger noted that the Village's Environmental Quality Control Commission would be
notified of this item.

EXECUTTVE SESSION

TRUSTEE COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:38 p.m. it was moved by Trustee Langan to Trustee Horvath
Approved by unanimous voice vote,

V President
ATTEST:

'-?'fot7¡.'2rrfu zû.
Ro N. Milne, Village Clerk
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