
MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Village Hall Auditorium
53 South La Grange Road

La Grange,lL 60525

Monday, March 12,2007 - 7:30 p.m

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange regular meeting was called to
order at7:33 p.m. by President Asperger. On roll call, as read by Village Clerk
Robert Milne, the following were:

PRESENT: Trustees Cremieux (anived 8:27 p.m.), Horvath, Livingston, Pann
and Wolf with President Asperger presiding.

ABSENT: None

OTHERS Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Assistant Village Manager Andrianna Peterson
Village Attorney Mark Burkland
Community Development Director Patrick Benj amin
Assistant Community Development Director Angela Mesaros
Finance Director Lou Cipparrone
Assistant Public'Works Director Mike Bojovic
Police Chief Mike Holub
Fire Chief David Fleege
Doings Reporter Ken Knutson
Suburban Life Reporter Joe Sinopoli

2. PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President Asperger explained that although Cook County's smoking ban will take
effect this week, the County has agreed not to enforce issues until the Village
approves a local ordinance regulating the smoking ban for La Grange. Since the
March 26 Yillage Board meeting will be canceled for lack of a quorum, the
Village's proposed smoking ban ordinance will be presented on April 9. A draft
of the ordinance will be made available on the Village's website for residents to
review and comment.

A budget workshop was conducted last Saturday to discuss the Fiscal Year 2007-
08 budget and copies are available at the Village Hall and La Grange Public
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Library. The Village Manager's message, which summaries the various funds, is
posted on the Village's website. A public hearing will be conducted on April 9
after which the budget will be presented to the village Board for adoption.

The YMCA has relocated its temporary facility to La Grange Park. The Village is
working closely with the YMCA to see that the former structure in La Grange is
safely and swiftly demobilized.

Congratulations were extended to Palmer Place on its newly remodeled
restaurant, which reinvigorates the Central Business District.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

None

4. OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

Consolidated Voucher 070312 - $725,104.84

Minutes of the Village of La Grange Board of Trustees Regular Meeting,
Monday, February 26, 2007

It was moved by Trustee Langan to approve items A and B of the
Omnibus, seconded by Trustee Pann. Approved by roll call vote.

Ayes Trustees Horvath, Langan, Livingston, Pann, Wolf and
President Asperger
None
Trustee Cremieux

5. CURRENT BUSINESS

Award of Contract - Central Business District Wayfinding Signage
Referred to Trustee Horvath (Budget Amendment Resolution #R-07-03)

Trustee Horvath described the process by which the Village determined
the need for wayfinding signage and stated that Schrieber Anderson has

been engaged to provide professional services to assist in a wayfinding
signage system for the Central Business District. An advisory committee
was compiled to guide the project. Based on the approved concept plan
Schrieber Anderson, on behalf of the Village solicited competitive
proposals with the low quote of $178,191 coming from Poblocki Sign
Company of West Allis, Wisconsin. Because this amount exceeded the
amount allocated, the advisory committee reduced the number of proposed
signs lowering the cost to $154,596. Upon receipt of favorable references
and inspection of prior work completed by Poblocki it is being

A.

B.

Nays:
Absent:

A
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recommended to the village Board that Poblocki be contracted for the
production and installation of wayfînding signage. Trustee Horvath
explained that it is also necessary for the village to identify a source of
supplying power for the illuminated signs. The advisory committee is
recommending that Poblocki complete the electrical work under their
contract in an amount not to exceed $50,000. Although everyone involved
attempted to work within the allotted budget, the increase in project cost
of $71,379 will require a budget amendment to transfer funds from the
TIF fund balance into the FY2006-07 Operating and Capital
Improvements budget. A Resolution and Budget Amendment would also
need approval.

It was moved by Trustee Horvath that the Village Board authorize staff to
negotiate a contract for the production and installation of Central Business
District Wayfinding Signage with the Poblocki Sign Company of Wesr
Allis, Wisconsin in an amount not to exceed $205,000, seconded by
Trustee Pann. Approved by roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Horvath, Langan, Livingston, Pann and Wolf
Nays: None
Absent: Trustee Cremieux

It was moved by Trustee Horvath that the Village Board approve the
resolution amending the FY 2006-07 Operating and Capital Improvements
Budget in the amount of $71,500 to reflect this expenditure, seconded by
Trustee Livingston.

Trustee Wolf inquired if funds for the prqect are general funds or TIF
funds and was informed that TIF funds are being utilized. Approved by
roll call vote.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:
Recuse:

Trustees Horvath, Langan, Livingston, and Wolf
None
Trustee Cremieux
Trustee Pann

B Continued Discussion of Proposed Zoning Code Amendments: Refened
to President Asperger.

President Asperger gave a brief synopsis of the history and discussion of
the proposed Zoning Code Amendments and thanked the public for their
interest and participation in the process. Although it is difficult for the
Board to move forward on this matter, President Asperger is confident the
decision made would be in the best interest of the entire Village. President
Asperger requested Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn to share his
recommendations which were previously directed to the Village Board.
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Manager Pilipiszyn summarized his evaluation of past presentations, data
and public discussions and although he has received numerous messages
with opposing opinions regarding new construction and remodeling,
believes there is a consensus on several items. Those items being
maximum height; minimum interior side yard; limit side yard
encroachment of window wells and their covers; roofs on non-conforming
houses; limiting forward extension of front loading garages; changing
treatment of eaves; and maximum curb cut for residential driveways. Mr.
Pilipiszyn briefly elaborated on each of the items. Further study is
necessary for maximum building coverage, maximum lot coverage,
allowances for detached garages and front porches as well as consideration
of an overlay district for the Historic area.

President Asperger opened the topic for Board discussion.

Trustee Wolf suggested each item be discussed individually

Trustee Horvath feels that positive steps are being taken and believes
limits should be set for surface coverage. Economic impact of property
values is also a concern and he is in agreement to discuss the topics
individually.

Trustee Pann believes the proposed amendments are a good starting point.

Maximum Heieht: Village Board discussion ensued regarding
clarification of maximum height; overlay districts; concerns for multiple
overlay districts; total height is related to pitch of rooß.

Interior Side Yards / Window Wells: (Trustee Cremieux arrived) Village
Board discussion ensued regarding the impact on ne\¡/ construction; escape

window wells; and safety concerns.

Front Loadine Garaees: Village Board discussion ensued regarding height
limitations and not wanting to legislate or dictate design.

Maximum Curb Cuts: Village Board was in agreement with this item

Treatment of Eaves: Village Board discussion ensued regarding counting
eaves as lot coverage and treatment for existing homes.

Trustee Livingston feels the process is moving forward. Since each item
impacts another it is important to achieve a comprehensive approval.
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Trustee Cremieux is concerned with broad strokes. New construction
creates issues that need to be controlled, yet he is concerned about
reducing property values.

Trustee Langan noted the importance of seeing the evolution of this issue
beginning when residents became concemed and objectionable with the
bulk of housing being constructed and loss of green space. Review of the
zoning code should occur every five years.

Trustee Pann noted the complexity of these amendments. Although
safety, drainage and maximum lot coverage are more direct, subjective
items such as design are more difficult to regulate.

Trustee Wolf believes the slow and steady process is a good approach and
suggested others with more knowledge be consulted.

President Asperger believes it is the consensus of the Board to further
gather thoughts. Discussion as a small group with some of the Trustees
and the Village Attorney may be considered. The Board is not prepared to
vote on this item and no action is anticipated until the latter part of April
or early May.

Village President Asperger opened the floor to the audience requesting any new
or non-repetitive concems or comments.

1. Kurt Hoigard, 345 S. 6tl'Avenue expressed concerns for the Historic District
and believes it should be considered separately. Mr. Hoigard noted that the
greatest amount of tear downs is outside the Historic District and reminded the
audience that the Comprehensive Plan recommends a distinction between the
core district and the other parts of the Village.

2. Pastor Debra Williams of Davis Memorial Church expressed conceffrs about
equal emphasis on want versus need. Pastor Williams hopes the Board makes
decisions for the betterment of the entire community. Noting that bigger is
not always better, Pastor 'Williams believes decisions should be made for
environmental preservation, not self gain.

3. Ms. Kristufek, 120 N. Peck feels that younger families need and want larger
homes and won't settle for less.

4. John Schmitt,92l S Spring expressed concerns with regard to not receiving
information about the proposed Zoning Code amendments and is in agreement
that the market is for larger homes. President Asperger responded that the
Village has aggressively communicated this information through the news
media, via the Village's website, and cable television.
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5. Jane Byczek, 445 S. Spring encourages the Board to look at an overlay district
and feels that builders will not want to build in La Grange if limitations are in
place.

6. Laurie Braun, 115 S. 6th commended the Village Board on their efforts to be
good stewards of the land and is pleased with the methods of communication
to residents.

7. Bob Reichel, 641 S. Waiola expressed his gratitude to the Village Manager
and the Community Development Department for their efforts in making
certain that property rights are respected. Mr. Reichel believes what happens
to existing property is very important and urged the Board to move forward.

8. Joan Smothers, 201 S. Stone Avenue produced a petition that was signed by
residents who request the Board delay any decisions until further research is
compiled. Ms. Smothers does not believe that a majority of the community is
concemed about teardowns and an overlay district would reduce property
values.

9. Rose Naseef,9ll S. Stone reminded the Board and audience that the Plan
Commission and Zoning Code Review Committee are comprised of
professionals who have actively researched, analyzed, and proposed
amendments relative to all of the issues brought to them. Ms. Naseef
expressed her disappointment that environmental issues are being minimized
and hopes the Board will listen and adhere to the recommendations of the Plan
Commission and ZoningCode Review Committee.

10. Tom Beyer, 205 S. Catherine feels that the demand for bigger homes is clear.
People moving into the area expect modem amenities or they will move
elsewhere which he believes may cause property values to decline.

I 1. Jeanine Mclaughlin, as a member of the Historical Society, urged the Village
Board to establish an overlay district and to draft an ordinance for the
preservation of the Historic District.

President Asperger recommended the discussion be continued until a future date.

MANAGER'S REPORT

None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA

None
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8. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Closed Session - Personnel Matters

It was moved by Trustee Langan and seconded by Trustee Cremieux to
convene in the lower level conference room for Executive Session to
discuss personnel matters. Approved by roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Cremieux, Horvath, Langan, Livingston, Pann and
lVolf
None
None

Nays:
Absent:

9. TRUSTEE COMMENTS

10. ADJOURNMENT

At9:45 p.m. the meeting was adjourned to the
closed session.

ATTEST:

room for

fu"/ V,ZaaZ
Village Clerk Ap{ovedDate '


