
MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Village Hall Auditorium
53 South La Grange Road

La Grange, IL 60525

Monday, February 26,2007 - 7:30 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange regular meeting was called to
order at 7:35 p.m. by President Asperger. On roll call, as read by Village Clerk
Robert Milne, the following were:

PRESENT: Trustees Cremieux (arrived 7:37 p.m.), Horvath, Livingston, Pann
and Wolf with President Asperger presiding.

ABSENT: Trustee Langan

OTHERS Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Assistant Village Manager Andrianna Peterson
Village Attorney Mark Burkland
Community Development Director Patrick Benj amin
Assistant Community Development Director Angela Mesaros
Finance Director Lou Cipparrone
Public Works Director Ken Watkins
Police Lieutenant Chris Noel
Fire Chief David Fleege
Doings Reporter Ken Knutson
Suburban Life Reporter Joe Sinopoli

2. PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President Asperger noted the various meetings conducted this evening which
began with the Emergency Telephone System Board; the Village Board meeting
which will encompass the continued discussion of the proposed Zoning Code
amendments; an Executive Committee Workshop to discuss the TIF Fund; and
culminate with a Closed Session to discuss matters of personnel. The Budget
Workshop to be held on Saturday, March 10 at 8:00 a.m.

Congratulations were extended to Public Works employee Lany Deno for 30
years of dedicated service to the Village.
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President Asperger noted that plans have been submitted for the development of
the former IHOP property located on the corner of Cossitt Avenue and La Grange
Road. The development known as La Grange Pointe will consist of individual
senior living along with retail.

The Rich Port YMCA has vacated their premises and will establish temporary
operations in La Grange Park until such time that a permanent location is
determined.

Merchants are hosting "Cabin Fever Night," on Friday, March 9 from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. for additional information residents should contact SoTish or the Art Stop.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

None

4. OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

Consolidated Voucher 070226 - $516,968.31

Minutes of the Village of La Grange Board of Trustees Regular Meeting,
Monday, February 12, 2007

It was moved by Trustee Cremieux to approve items A and B of the
Omnibus, seconded by Trustee Horvath. Approved by roll call vote.

Ayes

A.

B.

Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Cremieux, Horvath, Livingston, Pan, Wolf and
President Asperger
None
Trustee Langan

5. CURRENT BUSINESS

Continued Discussion of Proposed Zoning Code Amendments: Referred
to President Asperger.

President Asperger explained that at the February 12 Executive
Committee Workshop a PowerPoint presentation was given to explain and

summarize more than two years of meetings and work in response to the
communities request for amendments to the Village's current zoning code.
After the presentation, Trustees directed staff to further research, analyze
and provide information to better define the proposed amendments.
President Asperger requested Community Development Director Patrick
Benjamin to address the issues.

A.
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Mr. Benjamin noted the topics of concern and reflected on the previous
presentation as having covered some of the issues. Findings were
presented to note the affects of additions to existing homes; examples of
45o/olot coverage with detached garages; speculative homes versus custom
homes; and the difference between new homes versus existing additions
were identified for the Board. Mr. Benjamin requested Assistant
Community Development Director Angela Mesaros to present and deliver
newly prepared analysis and data.

Ms. Mesaros presented samplings and findings which indicate that the
proposed Zoning Code amendments, including allowances for detached
garages and front porches are preferred by the community. Mr. Mike
Hickey of Architects by Design presented diagrams referencing various
scenarios of homes and lot coverage.

Village Attorney Mark Burkland noted the review process has dictated
community sentiment for building coverage requirements for new homes
as well as existing home additions. Information may be compiled for
differences between new construction and remodeling.

Village Manager Pilipiszyn summarized the presentation noting that
samplings presented confirm that the amendments have an impact on
reducing bulk; the impact mostly effects construction with attached
garages and homes with no front porches; and it appears that the proposed
allowances encourage remodelings / additions.

Village President Asperger expressed her delight in audience attendance and
interest regarding the proposed Zoning Code amendments. At approximately
8:00 p.m. President Asperger opened the floor to the audience for questions
indicating that comments would be heard for the next hour. Acknowledging the
importance of this matter, President Asperger noted, if necessary, the discussion
would be continued to the next regularly scheduled Village Board meeting on
March 12.

l. Joan Smothers, 201 S. Stone Avenue believes that the proposed amendments
to the Zoning Code would cause property values to decrease and that
numerous variances will be requested. Ms. Smothers also believes that
allowances for front porches would not be applicable to homes outside of the
historic district.

2. Karen Deane, 139 Malden feels it is important to be competitive with
neighboring towns and requested the Board consider a30Yo building coverage
allocation.
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3. Jim Pavlecic, 801 Country Club Drive feels that land becomes less valuable
with building coverage restrictions as applied to remodeling and urged the
Board to use caution when making a decision.

4. Joe Byczek, 445 S. Spring expressed concerns related to comer lots, setbacks,
building coverage and height. Patrick Benjamin noted that garage height and
living space amendments last occurred in 1999.

5. Darlene Stirn, 412 S. Park believes that 25o/o lot coverage is too restrictive.

6. Mony Chabria, 911 S. Stone has actively participated in the lengthy process to
amend the Zoning Code and believes it is time for the Board to take action.
Mr. Chabria referenced voter approval of the advisory referendum to enact
zoning legislation in order to enhance the existing character of the Village and
believes less tear downs and more green space are an investment in building
neighborhoods, rather than fïnancial gain.

7. David Bier, 340 S. 7th Avenue does not feel the Board should pass the
proposed amendments to the Zoning Code and they need further refinement.

8. Kurt Hoigard,345 S. 6th Avenue agrees with Mr. Bier feels there are

contradictions. Mr. Hoigard requested that written language be made
available and is concerned that the proposed amendments will encourage tear
downs.

9. Tom Krueger, 805 S. Brainard is in agreement with the proposed amendments
and commends Village staff for their efforts. Mr. Krueger referenced
information seen on the "Everything La Grange" website and believes
remodeling and additions are encouraged opposed to wasteful teardowns.

10. Tim Trompeter, 318 S. Ashland believes that preserving existing housing
makes sense and does not encourage his clients to seek variances due to the
lengthy time consuming and costly process in doing so.

1 1. Douglas Morrisey, 801 S. Stone believes that diversity in housing and people
is what makes La Grange attractive. Mr. Morrisey believes the majority has

spoken in favor of the proposed amendments to the Zoning Code and

encourages the Board to take positive action.

12. Amy Cottongim,616 8th Avenue is opposed to tear downs and in favor of the
amendments in order to preserve the charm, character and green space in the
Village.

13. K¡isten, 420 Blackstone expressed concerns with the recent addition of her
home with existing codes and the possibility of new ones conflicting with
remodeling efforts.
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At 9:05 p.m. President Asperger suggested the public discussion be continued
until the next regular Village Board meeting on Monday, March 12 and extended
an opportunity for Trustee comments.

6. MANAGER'S REPORT

None

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA

None

8. EXECUTIVE SESSTON

9. TRUSTEE COMMENTS

Trustee Cremieux thanked staff for their continued efforts. Trustee Horvath
requested the presentation be made available on the Village's website and

requested staff to research some of the issues uncovered this evening. Trustee
Pann recognized the Zoning Code Review Committee for their work, commented
that the review of amendments is a diffrcult and challenging process, and thanked
residents for their tumout and input.

President Asperger requested staff and Attorney Burkland explore the differences
between new construction and remodeling for the continued discussion and
invited additional comments from community.

IO. ADJOURNMENT

At 9:10 p.m. the meeting was adjoumed.

President
ATTEST:

ø4"*4úú
Robert N. Milne, Village Clerk

Þu.u / Z, ZtaT
Approved Date


