
MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES TOV/N MEETING

Seventh Avenue School
701 Seventh Avenue
La Grange,lL 60525

Monday, November 27,2006 - 7:30 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange town meeting was called to
order at 7:35 p.m. by President Asperger. On roll call, as read by Village Clerk
Robert Milne, the following were:

PRESENT: Trustees Cremieux (arrived 7:50 p.m.), Horvath, Langan,
Livingston, and V/olf with President Asperger presiding.

ABSENT: Trustee Pann

OTHERS Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Village Attorney Mark Burkland
Community Development Director Patrick Benj amin
Assistant Community Development Director Angela Mesaros
Environmental Health / Development Supervisor, Curt Trusner
Building Inspector Rich Urban
Finance Director Lou Cipparrone
Public Works Director Ken V/atkins
Assistant Public'Works Director Mike Bojovic
Public V/orks Foreman Russell Davenport
Police Chief Mike Holub
Auxiliary Police Officer Jim Liotta
Fire Chief David Fleege
Village Engineer Tom Heuer
Suburban Life Reporter Joe Sinopoli
Doings Reporter Ken Knutson

2. PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President Asperger welcomed all to the third and final Town Meeting being held
in various areas of the Village and began by introducing Village ofÍicials and staff
to the audience. President Asperger explained that there would be a brief business
meeting prior to opening the floor for audience comments and questions.
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President Asperger explained that the Village Board has conducted several
workshops and meetings regarding the potential to develop Village Parking Lot2
located at the northeast corner of Sixth Avenue and Hanis Avenue. Although the
Village has received an outstanding development proposal, the Board has
determined that options for altemative and replacement parking are not feasible
and has decided not to develop this area at this time.

President Asperger invited residents to attend the next Plan Commission meeting
on Tuesday, December 12 which would continue discussion of proposed, Zoning
Code Amendments.

President Asperger noted a Special Village Board meeting would be conducted on
Monday December 4 at 6:00 p.m. in the Village Hall Auditorium to consider the
La Grange Pointe development project.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

None

4. OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

Intergovernmental Agreement - Cossitt School Teacher Parking

Resolution (#R-06-23) Joint Application for Grant Funds with La Grange
Park / Emergency Services and Disaster Planning - Supplemental Outdoor
V/arning Siren System

Consolidated Voucher 061127 - $739,238.34

Minutes of the Village of La Grange Board of Trustees Regular Meeting,
Monday, November 13, 2006

It was moved by Trustee Langan to approve items A, B. C, and D of the
Omnibus, seconded by Trustee Horvath. Approved by roll call vote.

A.

B.

C

D

Ayes:

Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Cremieux, Horvath, Langan, Livingston, V/olf and
President Asperger
None
Trustee Pann

President Asperger noted that a special presentation would be given by Fire Chief
Fleege concerning emergency and disaster preparedness.
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5. CURRENT BUSINESS

None

6. MANAGER'S REPORT

Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn introduced Fire chief David Fleege and
requested he provide the Village Board, Village Clerk and the citizens of La
Grange with a basic overview of the village's emergency preparedness plan.

Fire Chief Fleege explained the reasoning for such a plan and gave a brief
synopsis of the type of disasters which would call for the Village to react. The
focus of the Village's efforts in recent years has been on bio-terrorism, as this is
the most likely threat to national security and public health. Fire Chief Fleege
summarized his presentation as follows:

(1) the Village has an emergency preparedness plan in place that is readily-
adaptable depending on the nature of the emergency;

(2) the elected offrcials play a critical role in the overall execution of the plan;

(3) residents will be notified by various means of communication and
instructed on what do depending on the situation;

(4) the Village has conducted training in accordance with national standards
and will continue to dedicate time and resources to disaster training and
exercises on an on-going basis;

(5) under a homeland security response model recommended by the federal
govemment, the Village will be recruiting citizen volunteers to establish a
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)

Trustee Cremieux thanked Chief Fleege for his presentation and inquired about
the significance for the Village President to declare a disaster. Chief Fleege noted
that declaring a disaster accomplishes two things. First, it makes the Village
eligible for federal disaster relief funds. Second, it creates a system of checks and
balance because the Village Board must affirm that declaration after seven days.

Trustee Horvath inquired about possible informational brochures to communicate
plan details to residents and Chief Fleege noted that instructional guides are
available through the Federal Emergency Management Agency. President
Asperger noted that essential elements of the plan are constantly changing, and
that the pharmaceutical distribution group was attempting to develop some basic
public information on a regional basis.
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Trustee wolf noted the Red Cross has emergency packs available for in-home
preparedness as well as information.

A gentleman in the audience inquired if the Village had a disaster recovery plan
for its electronic data. Village Manager Pilipiszyn noted the Village has basic
retrieval capabilities, but this item deserves attention and will be looked into
further.

Prior to the presentation and opening the floor to the audience, President Asperger
noted numerous accomplishments throughout the village which included:

o the construction and opening of the parking structure last December
o the construction of the Public Plaza
o reconstruction of Hillgrove Avenue
o record numbers of construction permits for both remodeling and new single

family homes
. implementation of voter approved Vq of lo/o sales tax increase for maintenance

of the Cenhal Business District
. a special service area within the TIF District for commercial property owners

to contribute their fair share to the maintenance of the Central Business
District

o refinanced 1998 Streetlight bonds effecting a $100,000 savings to Village
residents

o enhanced e-mail notification to residents who choose to sign up
o optional on-line application for direct debt authorization- water bill payments
o se\ryer cleaning and televising survey to determine repair and replacement

needs
o emergency disaster training
o new state of the art dispatch center
e participating in regional drug investigation leading to numerous arrests
o part-time police officer program
o working with the Illinois Department of Transportation to improve pedestrian

and traffic safety within the Ogden Avenue and La Grange Road corridors
o new library under construction
. new hospital patient care wing
o new Park District recreation facility

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA

Bill Kallal, 519 Banyon Lane expressed concerns with the poor condition of 47th

Street along Gilbert Avenue. President Asperger explained that this road is under
the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Transportation. Village Manager
Pilipiszyn was requested to elaborate and explained that unfortunately the State
has indicated a lack of fi.mds for resurfacing, therefore, the Village attempts to
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compensate by providing limited maintenance consisting of pothole repairs and
patching. The Village is considering applying for a jurisdictional transfer to
remediate the inability of the State to properly maintain the roadway.

Harlan Hirt, 421 Spring inquired if the referendum would impact the Village's
amendments to the zoning code. President Asperger explained that the
referendum was a citizen initiated ballot question, the essence of which is
reflected in zoning code amendments being considered by the Plan Commission.

Marc Silhan, 700 S. Kensington requested the Village adopt ordinances similar to
those that were recently adopted in Pennsylvania regarding illegal immigration.

John Mc Quillan, ll3l S. Spring explained an on-going problem with water
retention in his back yard due to the construction of large homes in the area.
President Asperger suggested Mr. Mc Quillan continue to work with Village staff.

Rose Naseet 9l I S. Stone noted that the citizen advisory referendum helped to
express concerns to the Plan Commission about the need to reduce bulk yard
space for new construction. Ms. Naseef expressed a need for better code
enforcement to protect residents. Lastly, Ms. Naseef disagreed with concems
expressed by some Plan Commission members that zoning is a form of taking.
President Asperger explained that it is sometimes difficult to regulate and enforce
code violations, and that staff needs to use discretion in handling complaints.
Regarding zoning, President Asperger noted that it is a delicate balancing act
between individual property rights and community wide interests.

Jim Palermo, 216 S. Ashland expressed his thanks to Fire Chief Fleege on the
disaster preparedness presentation and hopes the Village will publish this on its
website.

Sue Schmidt, 839 S. La Grange Road thanked the Village for granting temporary
parking while the La Grange Bible Church is under construction, however, hopes
the Village would consider a permanent policy change for overnight parking on
residential streets. President Asperger advised Ms. Schmidt to continue to work
with staff for possible alternatives.

Sha¡on Cook, 12th Avenue inquired if sidewalks would be installed on East
Avenue by the new Park District facility and was informed by President Asperger
that the Village will be entering in an agreement with the Park District to observe
and assess accessibility pattems to the recreational center over time, and if it is
determined that additional improvements are needed, they will be installed.

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION



10.
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9. TRUSTEE COMMENTS

None

ADJOURNMENT

At 9:30 p.m. it was moved by Trustee Langan and seconded by Trustee Cremieux
to adjourn. Approved by unanimous voice vote.

President
ATTEST:

lr*fu b.r*raæ //, zaaâ
Robert N. Milne, Village Clerk Approved Date


