
MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Village Hall Auditorium
53 South La Grange Road

La Grange, lL 60525

Monday, September 11,2006 - 7:30 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

President Asperger requested a moment of silence to remember and pay tribute to
all who perished or suffered loss in the terrorism attack on America, September
ll,2001.

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange regular meeting was called to
order at 7:35 p.m. by President Asperger. On roll call, as read by Village Clerk
Robert Milne, the following were:

PRESENT: Trustees Cremieux, Horvath, Langan, Livingston, Pann and Wolf
with President Asperger presiding.

ABSENT: None

OTHERS Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Assistant Village Manager Andrianna Peterson
Village Attomey Mark Burkland
Community Development Director Patrick Benj amin
Assistant Community Development Director Angela Mesaros
Finance Director Lou Cipparrone
Public Works Director Ken V/atkins
Police Chief Mike Holub
Fire Chief David Fleege
Suburban Life Reporter Joe Sinopoli
Doings Reporter Ken Knutson

2. PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President Asperger reflected on the well attended l5th Annual Race Unity Rally
held on Sunday, September 10 and encouraged residents to attend future diversity
events.
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The l0tl' Annual West End Art Fair held on Saturday and Sunday, September 9tl'
and lOth was also successful.

Approximately $13,000 was raised for local charities at the Pets on Parade
auction held at Kiwanis Park on Thursday, September 7.

The Village Board will continue its discussion of the potential development of
parking lot 2 on Monday, September 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall and
encouraged everyone to attend.

The Plan Commission meeting scheduled Tuesday, September 12 will consider
amendments to the zoning code and President Asperger encouraged residents to
participate.

The Liquor Commission held a hearing earlier this evening to review an

application for a Class B liquor license in order to sell beer and wine for
consumption on the premises submitted by Yau's Place, Inc. The Liquor
Commission's favorable recommendation will be made to the Village Board at
their next regular scheduled meeting.

Lastly, President Asperger stated that Mr. John Williams of V/GN Radio will
broadcast his "Hometown Voices" show live from Palmer Place in La Grange on
Wednesday, September 13 from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

Glen Sechen, of MML Properties LLC indicated his availability to answer any
questions regarding agenda item 58.

Tim Flanagan of Midco La Grange,LLC indicated his availability to answer any
questions regarding agenda item 54.

President Asperger thanked both gentlemen and noted the floor would be open to
them when their items are presented.

4. OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

Purchase - Replacement of Mobile Data Terminals / Police Department
(Resolution No. R-06-19) Budget Amendment)

Consolidated Voucher 060911 - 5167,939.14

It was moved by Trustee Langan to approve items A and B of the
Omnibus, seconded by Trustee Cremieux. Approved by roll call vote.

A.

B.



Ayes

Nays:
Absent:
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Trustees Cremieux, Horvath, Langan, Livingston, Pann,
V/olf and President Asperger
None
None

5. CURRENT BUSINESS

Ordinance - Planned Development Final Plan and Design Review
Approval to Authorize a Mixed Use Building in the C-l Central
Commercial District, 93 S. La Grange Road, Midco La Grange, LLC:
Referred to Trustee Langan

Trustee Langan provided background history of this project from it
previously being the location of the former IHOP restaurant; to the
developer allowing the Village to use the area for temporary parking; to
the hnal plan for a development concept plan which would include senior
housing, retail and restaurant; and the transfer of property to new partners.

Trustee Langan requested the Board's indulgence in allowing open
discussion between the developer, Midco La Grange, LLC; new partners,
Inland Real Estate Development, LLC and the Village Board prior to
making a motion. Trustee Langan requested Mr. Tim Flanagan of Midco
La Grange,LLC to comment on the project.

Mr. Flanagan and Richard Golab, General Counsel for Midco discussed
the intemal restructuring of ownership and continued marketing efforts to
move forward with the project.

Trustee Langan inquired if HPD Cambridge, Inc. the originators of the
concept would continue to be a partner and was advised that they would
and that their role has not changed.

Village Attomey Burkland noted a number of legal issues still pending,
however two key provisions were more of a policy nature and requested
direction from the Village Board. Discussion ensued on notice and

consent to change in ownership and protections to the Village in the event
that the senior living concept became less viable in the future.

Trustee Langan noted that the Village has expressed a desire to be aware
of property ownership and transfers and there are concerns regarding
parking requirements.

Trustee Horvath also expressed concerns regarding the number of units
being greater than parking allotment.

A
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Mr. Flanagan noted that previous studies and documentation had been
completed to provide the necessary data which indicates that this is not an
issue with this type of development.

President Asperger requested Community Development Director Patrick
Benjamin to elaborate on this issue. Mr. Benjamin indicated that the Plan
Commission received and considered significant testimony relating to
parking.

Trustee Horvath reiterated his concems with parking for this development
not only for unit residents but also as it relates to the demand for retail
parking.

Trustee Cremieux noted his agreement with the project concept, however
expressed concems with legal language; aspects in the transferring and
restructuring of partners; and wanting to make absolutely certain that this
is a viable project. Trustee Cremieux would like more time to review
lease agreements; ownership; and management involvement.

Tony Cassaccio, President of Inland Real Estate noted working with HPD
Cambridge, Inc. on several projects located in Lombard, Elmhurst and
Clarendon Hills which are similar to the development for La Grange. Mr.
Cassaccio noted the credibility of Inland and its managing partners.

Trustee Cremieux requested a better sense of who owns what and would
like to see underlying documentation.

Trustee Wolf inquired about the allocation of the 23 parking spaces and
was advised that 15 are dedicated for residents and the remainder for retail
use.

President Asperger requested that staff assemble the body of testimony
supplied on parking demand as part of the preliminary approval and make
it available to the Village Board. President Asperger also suggested that
further discussions need to take place between the Village and the
developers to resolve open issues and areas of concem discussed this
evening.

President Asperger requested a motion to table this item until the next
regular Village Board meeting. It was moved by Trustee Langan to table
the approval of the ordinance for a planned development final plan and
design review approval to authorize a mixed use building in the C-l
central commercial district, 93 S. La Grange Road, Midco La Grange,
LLC, seconded by Trustee Cremieux. Approved by roll call vote.



Ayes:

Nays:
Absent:
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Trustees Cremieux, Horvath, Langan, Livingston, Pann,
and V/olf
None
None

B Ordinance (No. 0-06-30) Amendment to an Existing Special Use Permit /
Site Plan Approval to Construct and Operate a Nursing Care Facility,339
S. Ninth Avenue, MML Properties, LLC: Referred to Trustee Langan

Trustee Langan explained that the applicant, MML Properties, LLC,
recently purchased Meadowbrook Manor, a nursing care facility and
proposes to replace the existing structure with a more modern facility to
comply with current standards. The proposed new Y shape facility would
capture the character of the existing building and is consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan adopted in May, 2005. The applicant is seeking an
amendment to the existing special use and approval of a new site plan.
Trustee Langan noted that the applicant will continue to operate the
facility during construction.

Trustee Langan stated the history which transpired through public
hearings with the Plan Commission, indicating that although the applicant
continued to address requests and concems with revised plans, the results
of the vote by the Plan Commission was to recommend denial. However,
staff concurs with the minority recommending approval of the application,
articulating the need to rebuild the facility at its present location.

Trustee Langan added that testimony from the traffic consultant and
residents in the adjacent properties have indicated this project would be

beneficial to the residents in the facility as well as to the community.

It was moved by Trustee Langan to approve an ordinance granting an

amendment to a special use permit and site plan approval to construct and
operate a nursing care facility at 339 South Ninth Avenue, MML
Properties, LLC, seconded by Trustee Livingston.

Trustee Langan invited MML Properties, LLC Attomey Glen Sechen to
address any questions the Board may have. Mr. Sechen summarized plans
for the proposed facility.

Trustee Cremieux inquired how the current character of the building
would be maintained and was informed that materials used would
compliment the current building.

Trustee Livingston spoke in favor of this project, noting the importance to
La Grange residents and need for upgrades to the existing facility.
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Trustee Horvath also believes it to be a favorable project but inquired
about the Plan Commission's decline to recommend approval.
Community Development Director Patrick Benjamin believes the
difficulty in transition from the original concept as a Planned Unit
Development to a current Special Use was the reason for the Plan
Commission's declination.

Trustee Cremieux believes the Plan Commission was thorough in their
consideration.

Trustee Langan indicated numerous communications between residents in
the area and the applicants.

Trustee Pann expressed his favour with the project but inquired how long
it would be to complete the new facility and would current residents be
disrupted. It was noted that completion should take 14 - 16 months and
with minimal disruption.

Village Attomey Burkland commented on the Board's concerns with the
lack of recommendation from the Plan Commission. Attorney Burkland
noted there was no uniformity nor common issue, but rather differences in
opinions from the Commissioners.

Ralph Gutekunst expressed his belief that Meadowbrook Manor can
provide a service to citizens of La Grange and hopes the Village Board
would look favorably on this project. Mr. Gutekunst attended the public
hearings and noted the residents in the area spoke in support of the project.

Christine Brusak expressed her belief in the necessity for a new modem
facility to accommodate the needs of loved ones.

Brian Brusak commented on the need for the facility and hoped the Board
would approve this project.

Michelle Colantuono a resident on Ninth Avenue, positively supported
the proposed new facility. Ms. Colantuono noted that residents in the area
support the nursing care project and are opposed to town homes or
condominiums on the subject property.

Joe Petruncio stated his favor for the development of this facility

Trustee Cremieux asked what assurance the Village would have that future
remodelling or development would be limited and Attomey Burkland
noted that any future improvements would require Board approval to
amend the Special Use.
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It had been moved and seconded to approve an ordinance granting an
amendment to a special use permit and site plan approval to construct and
operate a nursing care facility at 339 South Ninth Avenue, MML
Properties, LLC. Approved by 5 - I roll call vote.

Ayes: Trustees Horvath, Langan, Livingston, Pann, and V/olf
Nays: Trustee Cremieux
Absent: None

6, MANAGER'S REPORT

Presentation - Central Business District Wayfinding Signage System,
Final Design Phases I and II

Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn described the process by which the
Village determined the need for wayfinding signage and stated that
Schrieber Anderson has been engaged to provide professional services to
assist in a wayfinding signage system for the Central Business District.

Manager Pilipiszyn introduced Mr. Gil Jevne, Project Manager who has
been working with an advisory committee consisting of Andrea Bamish,
Chairwoman for the Design Review Commission, Village Trustee
Horvath, Community Development Director Patrick Benj amin, Assistant
Community Development Director and Planner Angela Mesaros, Assistant
Village Manager Andri Peterson and Finance Director Lou Cippanone.
Preliminary design drawings have been reviewed and a final design
concept has been identified.

Mr. Jevne explained that the goal was to provide colorful and identifiable
signage in order to aid pedestrians and motorists. Mr. Jevne supplied the
Board with copies of several options which were considered. The
Committee determined that Option C would best identify the parking lots,
pedestrian kiosks and directional signage. Mr. Jevne provided a sample
while describing the composition, construction and information on
quantity for each designated area.

Trustee Wolf inquired if signs would be provided for additional areas and
was informed that concentration is on the Central Business District but
could be expanded to other areas in the Village.

Trustee Pann noted his acceptance of the color, design, and spirit the signs
project.

Trustee Horvath supports the Committee's choice and believes the
Committee met their goals in providing color schemes that stand out.

A.
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President Asperger noted the excellent process with which the project was
completed.

Community Development Director Patrick Benjamin expressed his delight
in working with the Committee while keeping the project timely and
within budget requirements. Mr. Benjamin believes the signs should be
installed prior to the holiday walk in December.

It was the consensus of the Village Board to concur with the design
recommendation from the advisory committee.

Village Manager Pilipiszyn informed the audience that the second and
third floors of the parking structure would be temporarily closed in order
to apply a protective sealant. Village Hall employees, Central Business
District employees and residential decal holders are advised to use Lot 2
located at Harris Avenue and Sixth Avenue.

Mr. Pilipiszyn confirmed the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
notifrcation to the Village that they will start re-construction of the
Ashland Avenue railroad crossing on September 14 and hope to complete
by September 22. Advanced warning signage has been posted by the
Burlington Northern.

Lastly, Mr. Pilipiszyn noted that mailings were sent inviting residents to
attend a series of Town Meetings in various locations throughout the
Village, the first being on September 25 at Ogden Avenue School.

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA

Reverend Debra V/illiams - Pastor of Davis Memorial Church expressed her
thoughts on the successful Community Diversity Rally and hoped efforts would
continue to increase diversified involvement within the community. In addition,
Pastor Williams requested the Village Board reactivate the Human Relations
Commission.

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION

9. TRUSTEE COMMENTS

None

10. ADJOURNMENT
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At 9:33 p.m. it was moved by Trustee Langan and seconded by Horvath
to adjourn. Approved by ruranimous voice vote.

President
ATTEST:

furáalnTn&,!' 7/zr/a
RobertN. Milne, Village Clerk Ap,proved Date


