
MINUTES

VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

Town Meeting - Seventh Avenue School Gymnasium
701 Seventh Avenue
La Grange, IL 60525

Monday, September 24,2012 - 7:30 p.m.

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Board of Trustees of the Village of La Grange Regular Town Meeting was called to
order at 7:33 p.m. by President Asperger. President Asperger welcomed all to the first in
a series of Town Meetings being held in various areas of the Village and introcluced

members of the Village Board of Trustees and staff. Thanking School Principal Sherry
Krzyzanski for the use of the facility, President Asperger requested Village Clerk
Thomas Morsch to call the roll and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT: Trustees Holder, Horvath, Langan, Nowak and Palermo

ABSENT: Trustee Kuchler

OTHERS Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn
Assistant Village Manager Andrianna Peterson
Village Attorney Mark Burkland
Finance Director Lou Cipparrone
Community Development Director Patrick Benjamin
Assistant Community Development f)irector / Planner Angela Mesaros

Public Works Director Ryan Gillingham
Assistant Public Works Director Mike Bojovic
Fire Chief William Bryzgalski
Police Chief Michael FIolub

2. PRESIDENT'S REPORT

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AGENDA ITEMS

None

4. OMNIBUS AGENDA AND VOTE

A. Motion to Table - Variation - Maximum Building Coverage lDajana Spasojevic,
850 S. 1Oth Avenue
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B. Minutes of the Village of La Grange Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Monday,
September 10,2012

C. Consolidated Voucher 120924 - ($8t 6,182.95)

Trustee Holder inquired if the motion to table the variation regarding maximum
building coverage would mean sending it back to the commission. Village Attorney
Mark Burkland clarified noting the action being taken this evening is to lay the item

on the table for an indefinite period of time. To remand it back to the Plan

Commission or Zoning Board of Appeals would require a new notice and public

hearing.

It was moved by Trustee Langan to approve items A, B, and C of the Omnibus

Agenda, seconded by Trustee Nowak.

Approved by roll call vote.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Holder, Horvath, Langan, Nowak and Palermo
None
'l'rustee Kuchler

5, CURRENT BUSINESS

A. Professional Services Agreement-- Combined Dispatch Study: Referred to President

Asperger

President Asperger noted one of the strategic priorities for the Village Board of
Trustees was to explore opportunities for the consolidation of core services.

Participating in a case study with the Villages of La Grange Park and Westem

Springs, opportunities were identified to share resources and partner in the delivery
of core public safety services. The results of the study were presented to the Village
Board and looked upon favorably. President Asperger detailed the process

undertaken in preparing a request for proposal for professional services'

Itemizing the procedures undertaken with each municipality and each one's desire to

move forward, President Asperger explained that AECOM out of Lynchburg,
Virginia was found to be the firm best qualifred and cost effective to conduct a

technical study for a combined dispatch arrangement between the three

communities.

President Asperger explained that a contract was developed by La Grange Park with
legal review provided by their Village Attorney as well as Attorney Burkland.
Adding that the $75,000 project cost will be divided evenly among each of the three

communities, President Asperger noted that funds have been budgeted for this
project.
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It was moved by President Asperger to approve the professional services agreement

to conduct a technical study for a combined dispatch anangement between the

Villages of La Grange, La Grange Park, Western Springs and AECOM of
Lynchburg, Virginia, seconded by Trustee Holder.

President Asperger added that each community has presented it at their last meeting

and it was unanimously supported.

Trustee Holder noted the thoroughness in the contents of the report.

Trustee Horvath inquired why joining an existing regional dispatch center was not
being considered. President Asperger responded that the consultant who perf'ormed

the case study one year ago favored the creation of a combined dispatch arrangement
among the three study paftners rather than joining an existing center.

Motion approved by a 5 to 0 vote.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:

Trustees Nowak, Langan, Holder, Palermo, and Horvath
None
Trustee Kuchler

8

6, MANAGER'S REPOR'|

Village Manager Robert Pilipiszyn invited residents to attend the Fire Department's

Open House on Saturday, October 6. Mr. Pilipiszyn also announced that the Police

Department will be a collection site for unwanted and unused prescription drugs as

part of the National Drug Take-Back Initiative sponsored by the Drug Enforcement

Administration on September 29, 2012.

7. EXECUTIVF] StsSSION

TOWN MEETING

Prior to opening the floor to the audience, President Asperger shared a number of the

Village Board's priority goals and accomplishments. With a challenging economy,
President Asperger summarized the data as follows:

The implementation of a Cost Containment Plan which has resulted in a reduction of
expenses in order to stabilize Village finances while maintaining the delivery quality
core Village services including capital improvements.

Amending aurd adopting a flrve-year Village budget which includes a financial plan to

rebuild General Fund reserves and defer an increase in utility taxes.

Financial recognition by Moody's Investor Services affirming the Village's Aa2 bond

rating.

o
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Refinancing Library Bonds previously issued at a lower interest rate and achieving a

lower interest rate in bonowing for alternate revenue bonds to be issued to upgrade

the Village's water system.

Economic Development including recognition from the West Suburban Living
Magazine; noted as the "Top Transit Suburb" of Metropolitan Chicago; featured on

the "Hungry Hound" and the opening of several new businesses.

Renovations to the Stone Avenue train station afe expected to begin in 2013.

The YMCA has renewed its interest in building a new facility on its property;

re-development of the site is not anticipated for the foreseeable future.

Issuing general obligation alternate revenue bonds to finance the cost of replacing

outdated water meters and upgrade the water pumping station in order to improve

water accountability.

o Acceptance of a new engineering plan to resurfäce neighborhood streets block-by-

block based on condition rather than a neighborhood-wide basis.

o l'he Village is continuing to replace diseased trees due to the Emerald Ash Borer.

. Referendum on the upcoming November 6,2012 election lor voters to determine if
the Village should be given the authority to seek competitive bids for electric

aggregation.

At 8:05 p.m. President Asperger opened the floor to audience for questions, comments or

concerns.

Mary Ellen Penicook, Commissioner for the La Grange Park District, provided updates

on improvements to several parks as well as the recreation facility.

Marcus Washington,3lT E. Franklin Avenue expressed concerns with cost containment

relative to promotions and reduced personnel, speciflrcally first responders. Mr.
Washington inquired why the B.A.D.G.E. (Balanced Approach to Drug & Gang

Elimination) program has been dissolved. Lastly, Mr. Washington inquired about

communication to residents regarding budgetary workshops and discussions.

President Asperger clarifiecl that cost containment efforts to reduce personnel expenses

have involved leaving certain positions vacant, not lay-offs. In addition, the Village is

looking at the restructuring of responsibilities when retirements occur. President

Asperger explained that the B.A.D.G.E. program was federally funded through grants

which are no longer available. Noting upcoming budget discussions, President Asperger

added that all meetings and workshops are open to the public and notifrcation is provided

to the media; public library; and posted on the Village's website'
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Richard Valentino, 745 Mason Drive inquired on the status of placing traffic signals on

Gilbert Avenue adjacent to Denning Park. President Asperger requested Public Works

Director Ryan Gillingham to respond. Mr. Gillingham noted that concept plans are in
place, however as a majority of the project will be funded by grants, construction is not

anticipated until sometime between 2013 or 2014.

Patricia Topps, 2l I Eighth Avenue noted the lack of street lighting in the vicinity of
Lincoln and Tilden Avenue. Ms. 'fopps also inquired about a vacated or abandoned

home at20l Hayes Avenue. President Asperger indicated that the Department of Public

Works would check on the issue regarding street lights and requested Community
Development Director Patrick Benjamin to respond on the vacated house. Mr. Benjamin

indicated that the Village is familiar with the property, noting improvements made over

time, but that the department will investigate this specific observation.

Jim Delaney,730 Eleventh Avenue noted that his water meter was replaced

approximately 8 years ago. President Asperger requested Mr. Gillingham to provide

information on the upcoming replacement of water meters. Mr. Gillingham noted that

meters had been replaced on an individual basis when needed, however a Village wide

replacement has not been completed for the past 22 to 25 years and new technology
requires everyone's meter to be replaced. Mr. Delaney thanked Police and Fire

Department staff for their excellent response time and professionalism.

Rose Naseel 911 S. Stone referenced one of the Board's previous discussions related to

zoningcode issues. Ms. Naseef believes the zoning code is a tool which reflects the

Village's Comprehensive Plan and should be flexible as it relates to safety concems and

green space for all residents of La Grange. President Asperger noted that Ms. Naseef is a

volunteer on the Zoning Board of Appeals and thanked her for her thoughtful comments.

Jim Pavlecic, 801 Country Club Drive reiterated his comments from a previous Town

Meeting in reference to the Village's budget and expressed concerns with deficit
spending or borrowing money during the cunent economic environment. Mr. Pavlecic

{oes not believe the Park District needs to have a banquet hall, and with modern

technology and internet access does not feel the need fbr the expansive library building.

Mr. Pavlecic does believe that less is better and suggested more consolidation and

cutbacks in personnel. President Asperger thanked Mr. Pavlecic for his perspective.

Patricia Topps inquired about Metra service on the Indiana Harbor Belt railroad. Village
Manager Pilipiszyn noted that this planning concept will likely not be developed further.

La Grange resident Patrick Campanelli concurs that less is better, however believes most

importantly that the Police l)epartment and Fire Department should be fully staffed.

TRUSTEE COMMENTS
-frustee Langan thanked all for attending the meeting.
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Trustee Palermo added his thanks to the audience for their attendance and invited them to

share their ideas and comments by attending meetings conducted at the Village Hall.

ADJOURNMENT

At 8:50 p.m. Trustee Langan moved to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Holder. Approved
by voice vote.

Asperger, V


