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LOCAL EVENTS – 2017
Farmers Market
May- October - Thursdays
7:00AM – 1:00PM
Endless Summer
August 4 - 6, 2017

IAFF Local 2338 24th
Annual Golf Outing
**NEW DATE**
Friday September 29, 2017
West End Arts Festival
September 9 – 10, 2017
Fire Department
Annual Open House
Saturday October 7, 2017
11:00AM - 2:00PM
Halloween Party
Friday October 27, 2017
6:00PM – 8:00 PM
Hometown Holiday
December 2, 2017
5:00PM – 9:00PM

Engine Company 1113 is a 1991 Pierce Arrow, 1500 GPM, top-mounted pump and carries
500 gallons of water.

A MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE CHIEF
Save Driving Tips for Back-to-School Season
It’s that time of year again when schools throughout La Grange will be back
in full swing. That means busy playgrounds, more kids running across the
street and yellow school busses seemingly everywhere. Motorists can
prepare for the back-to-school driving season by following a few simple
safety tips.
Slow Down! - The speed limit in school zones is reduced to 20 mph for a
reason. Cover the brake pedal with your foot while scanning the road for
kids when entering a marked school zone. Remember to always come to a
complete stop at stop signs, checking carefully for children on sidewalks and
in crosswalks before proceeding.
Yield to School Busses - Exercise caution when approaching a school bus or
driving near bus stops. NEVER pass a school bus while its lights are flashing
and children are entering or exiting the bus. Yellow flashing lights indicate
that the bus is preparing to stop to load or unload children. You should slow
down and prepare to stop. Red flashing lights and an extended stop arm
indicate that the bus has stopped, and that children are getting on or off.
Motorists traveling in both directions must stop their cars and wait until the
red lights stop flashing, the extended stop sign is withdrawn, and the bus
begins moving before they can start driving again. Also, don't tailgate a bus
as they make frequent and often sudden stops (Rule of thumb: stay far

1

enough back that you can see the driver in the bus rear-view mirror). Finally, when school busses are
trying to merge back into traffic, you must give them the right of way.

Watch for Bicycles - Children on bikes are often inexperienced, unsteady and unpredictable. Slow
down and allow at least three feet of passing distance between your vehicle and the bicycle. Always
keep an eye out for bicyclists in hot spots like marked school zones, bike lanes and near bus stops.
Be Alert and Eliminate Distractions - Be aware that children often behave unpredictably, so keep an
eye out for kids darting into the street or crossing without first looking both ways for traffic. On streets
without crossing guards, pay special attention to children trying to cross the street. Be especially
careful on streets with on-street parking as it may be hard to notice a child emerging from behind a car.
Put Down the Phone - Don't talk on your phone or send text messages while you're driving as this is
actually illegal while in school zones in Illinois.
Calls of Note:
On August 1, 2017, at 1047 hours, La Grange companies responded to the 200 block of S. 7th Avenue
for the report of a gas line struck by a contractor. Upon arrival, La Grange companies found that the
contractor had struck the gas line approximately 2 feet from the home. The leak was not accessible to
fire crew as is was located underneath the bucket of the backhoe. Nicor was notified and requested to
scene. The fire crews removed residents from the home and two ajoining homes as they monitored for
gas before repairs could be completed by Nicor.
On August 1, 2017, at 1743 hours, La Grange Co. 1112 responded as a change of quarters engine for
the working fire in Burr Ridge.
On August 5, 2017, at 0927 hours, La Grange Co. 1111 responded to the 200 block of S. La Grange
Road for the gas line struck by a contractor. Upon arrival the crew found a residential gas supply line
severed approximately 2 feet from the home that was under renovations. Crew was able to plug the
line to stop the flow of gas. Crew remained on scene until Nicor arrived to begin repair.
On August 5, 2017, at 1414 hours, La Grange Co. 1101 responded to 47th and East Avenue for the
report of a power line down. Upon arrival, crew found a semi-truck on 47th with a power line draped
between the tractor and the trailor. Com Ed was notified as Police and Fire units closed down traffic
lanes and re-routed traffic. Area Fire Departments located to the east of La Grange were notified about
the closure of 47th street as 47th is a often use route for ambulance traffic. Com Ed remained on the
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scene to right damaged power pole and repair damaged power line. Repairs took almost 4 hours to
complete.
On August 6, 2017, at 0109 hours, La Grange and auto-aid companies responded to La Grange
Hospital for the AFA. Upon arrival FD found the activation was due to the running fire pump which
was the result of a broken private water main. Auto-aid companies were released and hospital staff
worked to isolate main break and begin repairs. The fire pump was shut down and the fire alarm reset.
All La Grange companies returned to quarters.
On August 7, 2017 at 0440 hours, La Grange companies 1112 and 1101 responded to the 400 block of
N. La Grange Road in La Grange Park for the structure fire. Crews assisted with extinguishment,
overhaul and investigation until released by command.
On August 16, 2017 at 1634 hours, both La Grange companies responded to Gordon Park for the
dumpster fire. Upon arrival, FD found moderate fire in the first dumpster. The fire was extinguished
with use of the deck gun.
On August 25, 2017 at 1956 hours, La Grange companies responded to the 900 block of S. La Grange
Road for the auto accident. While on the scene attending to the first incident, a unoccupied La Grange
Police squad car was struck from behind causing the squad to strike the front of a Pleasantview
ambulance. The offending vehicle rolled over on its side in the southbound lanes. Additional auto-aid
companies were requested to assist with patient treatment as La Grange crews extricated the driver
from the rolled vehicle. All persons needing medical attention were treated and transported to local
hospitals. No emergency personnel were injured.
On August 29, 2017 at 1634 hours, La Grange companies 1101 and 1112 responded to the 4300 block
of Hampton Avenue in Western Springs for the fire in the basement. Upon arrival, 1101 was assigned
to supervise crews operating in the C/D sector and Co. 1112 was assigned to water supply and remain
available to hook up to the sprinkler system if needed. The crew from 1112 was re-assigned to assist
with horizontal ventilation. 1101 assisted with the cause and origin determination.

La Grange Firefighters Association’s 24th Annual Golf Outing: Date change
The La Grange Firefighters Association Local 2338’s 24th Annual Golf Outing has been moved to
Friday September 29, 2017. Please mark your calendars as the event will once again provide proceeds
to “Camp I Am Me” Burn Camp supported by the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance.
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Future Paramedics
The La Grange Fire Department is a member of the Loyola Medical Center Emergency Medical
Services System. As a member of this system, we participate in the training of future Paramedics.
Each year, beginning in August and continuing through November, we host 2-4 Paramedic students
for their provisional field ride time. This time is designed to provide real world experience and
exposure to the field in which the student will be functioning in once licensed by the state as a
Paramedic. Loyola Paramedic students are required to perform over 480 hours of ‘ride time’ on an
Advanced Lfe Support (ALS) Ambulance prior to being eligible for licensure by the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH).
At this time, we have two Loyola certified Paramedic Preceptors working with two students assigned
to La Grange. John McReynolds is our EMS Coordinator and has been a Paramedic for 22 years in the
Loyola system with 18 years as a preceptor. James Baum has been a Paramedic for 8 years and a
preceptor for the past 3 years. The students function as a fully licensed Paramedic under the close
supervision of the Paramedic Preceptors. Our Preceptors have the necessary teaching experience to
allow the students to learn in a relatively controlled environment while still exposing them to the
dynamic nature of the emergency scenes on which they work.
The La Grange Fire Department is pleased to be involved in the future of EMS and the training of our
future Paramedic.

LA GRANGE FIRE DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE - Keep the Date – Upcoming Event
On Saturday, October 7, 2017 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. the Fire Department will host a Fire
Prevention Open House at the Fire Station located at 300 W. Burlington Avenue. This year’s theme is
‘Every Second Counts, Plan 2 Ways Out!’
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‘Live Fire’ Training opportunity in La Grange Park
We were able to take advantage of a ‘live fire’ training opportunity on August 12th and 13th on the
property located behind the Plymouth Place Senior Living Center in La Grange Park. The training was
put together and hosted by the La Grange Park Fire Department. This valuable ‘live fire’ training
allowed our members to participate in Fire Behavior, Fire Attack, Search and Rescue, Roof
Ventilation, Downed Firefighter Rescue and Command Operations.
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Number of Incidents by Month:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total Estimated Loss YTD

174 Incidents
130 Incidents
139 Incidents
165 Incidents
188 Incidents
180 Incidents
165 Incidents
182 Incidents
--- Incidents
--- Incidents
--- Incidents
--- Incidents

$1,696,750.00

Total

1323 Incidents

INCIDENT CALLS FROM JANUARY 1, 2017 – AUGUST 31, 2017
INCIDENT CALL COMPARISONS YTD FOR 2015-2017
Please bare with us as we develop new, updated graphs as potential replacements for Incident Calls
and Call Comparisons.
This change has been neccessitated by our migration to the new report and record keeping system,
Aegis Fire Records, as part of our consolidation of services under the new Lyons Township Area
Communications Center with our partners La Grange Park and Western Springs.
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LEVEL OF CARE SUMMARY

JANUARY 1, 2017 - AUGUST 31, 2017
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LA GRANGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
OPEN HOUSE 2017
on
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7TH
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
at
300 W. BURLINGTON AVENUE

JOIN THE FIREFIGHTERS FOR REFRESHMENTS AND
POPCORN, MEET SPARKY THE FIRE DOG, ENJOY
TOURS OF THE FIRE HOUSE AND FIRE TRUCKS

**LIVE BURN ROOM DEMO AT 12:30**

MEET REPRESENTATIVES FROM ILLINOIS FIRE
SAFETY ALLIANCE, LA GRANGE HOSPITAL, THE
LOCAL UTILITY COMPANIES, LA GRANGE PARK DISTRICT, THE LIBRARY, AND
OTHERS.
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TRAINING DIVISION
TRAINING HOURS FROM JANUARY 1, 2017 – AUGUST 31, 2017
2015 Total

2016 Total

2017 - YTD

2,781 Hours

2,239.83 Hours

2,217.46 Hours

Fire Chief
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