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708-579-2338
LOCAL EVENTS – 2018
Farmers Market
Thursdays - May – October
9:00AM – 1:00PM
West End Arts Festival
September 8-9, 2018

IAFF Local 2338
25th Annual Golf Outing
Friday September 28, 2018
Fire Department
Annual Open House
Saturday October 6, 2018
11:00 AM – 2:00PM

Above is a circa 1890’s horse drawn hose cart that served the village. The photo was taken
around 1958 in our current fire station located at 300 W. Burlington Avenue. Department
members from left to right are Bob Otto, Frank Wirtz, Al Grigas and Jim Warren (seated).

A MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE CHIEF
Safety Guidelines for Burning in Fire Pits and Outdoor Fireplaces
Residents often ask about the Village’s regulations relating to open burning
in fire pits and outdoor fireplaces. The following are some general guidelines
that outline the requirements for the Village and the La Grange Fire
Department:

La Grange Business
Association - Halloween
Walk, Saturday October 27th
10:00AM-12:00PM
Hometown Holiday
Saturday December 1, 2018
5:00PM – 9:00PM

What is allowed:
Burning in a fire pit or other approved container (i.e. fireplace) provided
they are used in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications including
use of spark/flame arrestor;
The fire pit is less than three feet in diameter;
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What is allowed: con’t.
The burning pile is less than two feet in height;
The fire pit or fireplace is placed on a non-combustible surface;
Burning of seasoned firewood or commercial logs;
Burning that creates a limited amount of smoke and is not a nuisance to adjoining properties;
Burning shall be attended by an adult at all times.
What is not allowed:
Don’t place your fire pit or fireplace under a porch roof, power lines or under low hanging tree
branches;
Burning within 15 feet of a structure;
Burning of construction debris, household garbage and yard waste;
Burning of leaves is prohibited in Cook County;
Unattended burning/fires.
Do not use lighter fluids or other flammable liquids to start your fires. They can be unpredictable and
dangerous. Instead, use kindling and build your fire up slowly so that it is always under control and
manageable.
Any burning that causes noxious smoke, toxic odor, or smoke of significant quantity or quality to be
released so as to inhibit the use and enjoyment of a neighboring property is hereby declared a nuisance
and is strictly prohibited. If the fire department responds, the responding personnel have the authority
to have the fire extinguished.
If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the La Grange Fire Department at
(708) 579-2338.
Calls of Note:
On September 2, 2018, at 2349 hours, La Grange Co. 1113 responded mutual-aid to Tri-State Fire
Protection District Station 1 at 419 Plainfield in Darien for station coverage during a fire emergency.
While standing by, Co. 1113 did not respond to any additional calls for Tri-State. Co. 1113 was
released and returned to quarters at 0106 hours.
On September 3, 2018, at 0816 hours, La Grange Co. 1111 responded to the 100 block of E. Cossitt
for the odor investigation. Upon arrival crew met with caller who stated that the building lost power
but has an electrical type odor in the basement. Crew detected the odor and could hear an electric
motor on the boiler humming. Crew determined that Com Ed power had dropped a phase to the
building and shut down the boiler at the main panel. Resident was advised to have an electrician
evaluate the system before restoring power.
On September 3, 2018, at 1421 hours, La Grange Co. 1113 responded to the 8900 block of Burlington
Avenue in Brookfield for the building struck by lightning. Upon arrival crew was assigned to
investigate and clear all units on the second floor. No other assignments were given, Co. 1113 was
released and returned to quarters.
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On September 4, 2018, at 0730 hours, La Grange Co. 1183 with Acting Captain Sible responded to the
6300 block of Joliet Road in Countryside for the fire investigation. Upon arrival, he was assigned to a
crew to locate the origin and cause of the fire. After completing the task, all findings were turned over
to Pleasantview Fire Protection District.
On September 22, 2018, at 0416 hours, La Grange Co. 1113 responded to the 340 block of Maple
Avenue in Brookfield for the possible fire. Upon arrival crew was assigned to enter the front of the
building with a 2 ½” hoseline. Crew assisted with overhaul operations before exiting the building.
Crew assisted with Brookfield crews with breaking down and re-bedding hoselines before being
released and returned to quarters.
On September 22, 2018, at 1128 hours, La Grange and auto-aid companies responded to the 800 block
of S. Catherine for the possible structure fire. Upon arrival crew met with caller who stated that there
was a fire in the basement. Crew entered and found signs of a fire with a few hot spots remaining.
After extinguishing the spot fires, the crew determined that the homeowner was using acetone to strip
a portion of the basement floor, when fumes ignited from the water heaters pilot light. The fire was
contained to the basement. The home was ventilated and the gas to the home was shut down. The
homeowner was treated for smoke inhalation and transported to the hospital.
On September 24, 2018, at 2150 hours, La Grange Ambulance 1114 responded mutual-aid to the 00
block of E. Burlington Avenue in Riverside on the EMS box alarm. Upon arrival, crew was assigned
one patient who was evaluated, treated and transported BLS to Loyola Hospital. The crew was later
released and returned to quarters.
On September 28, 2018, at 1143 hours, La Grange and auto-aid companies responded to the 400 block
of W. Burlington Avenue for the automatic fire alarm. Upon arrival, crews investigating found a
contractor was sweating copper pipes and had accidentially overheated a sprinkler head 18” away.
Crew shut down sprinkler valves to isolate the water. Building management was on scene and had
already made contact to have repairs made the same day. No further issues, auto-aid released and La
Grange companies returned to quarters
Fire Prevention Week – Open House – Saturday October 6th
The La Grange Fire Department will be hosting our annual Open House to kick off Fire Prevention
Week. This year’s campaign, “Look, Listen, Learn. Be aware. Fire can happen anywhere,” is designed
to educate the public about basic but essential ways to quickly and safely escape a home fire.
Our open house begins at 11:00 AM and ends at 2:00 PM.

3

Halloween Safety Tips
The Village has set the Trick or Treating hours on Halloween, October 31st from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm.
 Make sure costumes are visible and can be seen by drivers. For greater visibility in dusk or
darkness, costumes should be decorated or trimmed with reflective tape.
 Use cosmetics instead of face masks. If a mask is used, make sure it fits securely and does not
block vision.
 Carry either a flashlight or a "glow-stick." Do not carry candles, torches, or other actual
flaming devices.
 Children should always have an adult with them.
 Children should stay on the sidewalk when trick-or-treating.
 Cross streets only at intersections.
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On September 10th & 11th, , the LGFD hosted a program in cooperation with the Silver Cross EMS
System Paramedic Program and Pedi-Ed-Trics, LLC called, “Pediatric Procedures, Practice and
Playtime”. The 8 hour sessions included tricks, tips, and techniques for managing pediatric
emergencies. Some of the items covered included gaining access for fluid replacement using veins,
bones, and umbilical cords; advanced airway procedures; and controlling ventilations using bag-valvemask devices. To support this education, Pedi-Ed-Trics founders Scott & Lisa DeBoer introduced the
participants to a view of anatomy from the inside out by using cadaver pigs for dissection. Program
students and professionals were able to see the physiologic changes that occur during our resuscitation
efforts. It was truly an amazing experience for all!
Incidents by Month:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

195 Incidents
154 Incidents
145 Incidents
143 Incidents
159 Incidents
179 Incidents
181 Incidents
172 Incidents
156 Incidents
--- Incidents
--- Incidents
--- Incidents

Total Estimated Loss YTD: $229,500.00

Total: 1494 Incidents
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TRAINING DIVISION
TRAINING HOURS FROM JANUARY 1, 2018 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2018
2016 Total

2017 Total

2018 - YTD

2,239.83 Hours

2,813.21 Hours

2718.75 Hours

Fire Chief
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