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LOCAL EVENTS – 2019
73rd Annual Pet Parade
Saturday June 1, 2019
9:30AM-11:00AM

Engine Co. 1113 is a 1991 Pierce Arrow pumper with a top mounted pump panel. The ladder
rack located on top allows for additional cabinet/storage space. This vehicle still serves the
residents of La Grange today.

Farmers Market
May- October - Thursdays
7:00AM – 1:00PM

A MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE CHIEF

45th Annual Craft Fair
July 2019
Endless Summer
August 2 – 4, 2019
IAFF Local 2338 - 26th
Annual Golf Outing TBD
West End Arts Festival
September 7 – 8, 2019

Fire Department
Annual Open House
Saturday October 5, 2019
11:00AM - 2:00PM
Halloween Walk
October 26, 2019
Hometown Holiday - TBD
5:00PM – 9:00PM

When a La Grange firefighter pins the badge on the Department uniform, it
represents both a privilege and responsibility, and is a symbol of pride that
represents over 100 years of honorable and extraordinary service. The
privilege is being in a position to change or even save someone’s life at a
moment’s notice. The responsibility is preparing for that moment every day
of your career.
A lot has changed throughout our history. The equipment we use, the
vehicles we drive, and the policies we follow. However, what will never
change is our unwavering commitment to improving the lives of the people
who work, live and travel through the Village of La Grange on any given
day.
The members of the La Grange Fire Department have continued to provide
excellent services to the residents and visitors of our award-winning Village.
Here is a short recap of some of those services this past year.
YEAR IN REVIEW: 2018
TRAINING
The Training Division, and our firefighters, have continued trending upward
in our total number of training hours for the past three years. On September
10 & 11, we hosted a program in cooperation with the Silver Cross EMS
1

System Paramedic Program and Pedi-Ed-Trics, LLC entitled, “Pediatric Procedures, Practice and
Playtime”. The 8 hour sessions included tricks, tips, and techniques for managing pediatric
emergencies.
FIRE PREVENTION
The Fire Prevention Bureau, and our firefighters, have remained steady in the total number of
completed routine and re-inspections for the past three years. The Bureau is responsible for ensuring
that all public schools and the La Grange Hospital campus are inspected a minimum of twice a year.
The Bureau is also responsible for plan reviews for all new and remodeled businesses.
In 2018, the Village continued to experience growth within our limited boundaries with a couple of
rather large building projects: Pathways, a 120-room Senior Health Care Facility with a Memory Care
unit located on Shawmut Avenue, one block north of Ogden and La Grange Road; and, AMITA La
Grange Hospital has begun a two-story, Out-Patient addition.
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
Our current fleet of vehicles include the following: Chief’s Car 1101- 2017 Ford Explorer; Engine
1111- 2012 Ferrara; Engine 1112- 2003 Spartan (Crimson); Engine 1113- 1990 Pierce; Ambulance
1114- 2009 Ford (Med-Tech); Ambulance 1115- 2001 Freightliner (Life-Line); Pick-up truck 1182Ford F-250 and, Car 1183- 2005 Ford Expedition. With the average age of our fleet being 12.75 years,
it is imperative we maintain an aggressive preventive maintenance program to ensure our fleet is
reliable and dependable.
The Department is expecting to replace Ambulance 1115 during the upcoming 2019-2020 budget year
and we are currently exploring options.
LOCAL 2338
On March 18, 2018, members of the La Grange Firefighter Association Local 2338 participated in the
annual St. Baldrick’s Foundation fundraiser and head shaving event that helps raise money for the
fight against pediatric cancer. The Local’s “Baldest & Bravest” team raised $2,530 for this year’s
event. Over the past six years, Local 2338 has helped raise over $36,700 toward the fight.
La Grange Firefighter Local 2338 held their 25th annual golf outing in June. The union was able to
generate money for the Illinois Burn Camp “I AM ME” and used other proceeds for continued
sponsorship of a baseball team for La Grange Little League, along with their continued support of the
Park District of La Grange’s annual Halloween Party, by providing a boy’s and girl’s bikes with
helmets as raffle prizes.
OPEN HOUSE
The Fire Department opened its doors to the community on Saturday, October 6, for our annual Open
House. The Open House ran from 11:00 A.M – 2:00 P.M. Children and adults enjoyed a beautiful day
in which they were able to take station tours, spray water on the fire house prop, complete a firefighter
obstacle course, enjoy free popcorn and visit with the many vendors on hand.
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100 Club Awards – Job Well Done
On April 19, 2018, five La Grange firefighters were honored as 100 Club Valor Award Recipients for
their life saving efforts during a medical emergency event on December 1, 2017. The 100 Club Valor
Award is one of the highest civilian awards a firefighter and police officer can receive.

Pictured left to right: Lt. Brian Cramer, FF/PM James Baum, FF/PM Chuck Crudele, 100 Club Board President Darrell B.
Jackson, 100 Club CEO Joe Ahern, Capt. Dave Rapp and FF/PM Alejandro Barajas.

The 100 Club of Chicago honors those that serve in public safety, police and fire departments
throughout Cook and Lake Counties. The mission of the 100 Club is to provide several forms of
financial assistance, access to resources and moral support to the families of first responders who have
lost their lives in the line of duty.
VERY SAD GOODBYES
Our department said goodbye to a retired member who had served the residents of La Grange proudly
for more than thirty years. On May 20, 2018, we received news that Retired Fire Captain Larry
Taggart passed away, with his family by his side, from complications as a result of heart disease.
Calls of Note:
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On December 6, 2018, at 1136 hours, La Grange Co. 1111 responded to the 200 block of East Cossitt
for the resident who was unable to turn off the fireplace. Upon arrival, crew located the gas valve and
turned off the gas. Crew left the fireplace fan running to cool down the system.
On December 7, 2018, at 0119 hours, La Grange Co. 1111 responded to the 900 block of Country Club
for the activated CO detector. Upon arrival, FD entered home with gas meter that immediately
indicated 60 ppm of carbon monoxide (CO). Further investigation found levels peaking in the
basement at the sump pump. The basin was completely dry. Water was poured down all basement
drains and the sump pump was exercised.The home was ventilated until readings were back to zero.
On December 9, 2018, at 1249 hours, La Grange companies responded to the 800 block of Mason
Drive for the CO detectors activating with homeowner stating that they felt ill. Upon arrival, the
ambulance crew began treating residents as the engine crew investigated. The engine crew checked
entire home for CO and found zero readings throughout. The CO detector was more than 8 years old
and needed to be replaced. This information can be found on the back side of individual CO detectors
along with an expiration date for the detector. The homeowners denied any further illness and signed
medical releases.
On December 10, 2018, at 0156 hours, La Grange crews responded to the 00 block of S. La Grange
Road, second floor, for the CO detector that was activating. Upon arrival, crews went in to check and
had immediate readings of 60 ppm of CO. Crews quickly determined that there were no appliances in
the unit that would create CO. Crews entered restaurant on first floor and found 160 ppm in the
kitchen. Crews shut down the furnace and began to ventilate. Restaurant owner was notified and CO
levels began to dissipate in both units. Owner arrived and was advised of the situation and the need for
repairs. With CO levels in both units back to zero, the building was turned over to the owner, and
crews returned to quarters.
On December 10, 2018, at 1758 hours, La Grange companies responded to 49th and S. La Grange Rd
for the FedEx truck on fire. Fire officer requested Western Springs as mutual aid engine due to the La
Grange engine being tied up on previous incident. Upon arrival, crews deployed an 1 ¾” attack line
and began extinguishing the fire. The fire damage was contained to the engine and passenger
compartment of the truck. After vehicle was towed from the scene, FD requested La Grange Public
Works to salt the road for icy conditions.
On December 28, 2018, at 1728 hours, La Grange Co. 1111 responded to the 500 block of S.
Kensington for the smell of natural gas in the home. Upon arrival, crew checked all gas burning
appliances and found an internal gas leak in the attic furnace. Crew shut off the gas and electric to the
unit to isolate the leak. The homeowner stated he would contact a repair person in the morning. No
further issues noted, crew returned to quarters.
On December 31, 2018, at 2024 hours, La Grange Co. 1111 responded to the 0 block of E. 47th Street
for the Carbon Monoxide (CO) detector activating. Upon arrival, the building had been evacuated and
the store manager met the crew at the door stating that the CO alarm in the storeroom was activating
due to a leak. Using the four gas monitor, the crew opened the door and placed the monitor in the
room. Oxygen levels in the room began to drop immediately. Crew backed out of the area and reentered with SCBA. Crew was able to close the emergency shut off valve on the tank to stop the
leak.The building was ventilated until CO levels were zero and O2 levels returned to normal. The store
manager stated they would contact a repair company right a way.
4

Incidents by Month
2018
195
154

145
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159

Total Estimated Loss YTD: $256,000.00
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Total: 2013 Incidents

LEVEL OF CARE SUMMARY
JANUARY 2018-DECEMBER 2018
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FIRE PREVENTION

TRAINING DIVISION
TRAINING HOURS FROM JANUARY 1, 2018 – DECEMBER 31, 2018
2016 Total

2017 Total

2018 - YTD

2,239.83 Hours

2,813.21 Hours

3,899 Hours

Fire Chief

6

