LA GRANGE
FIRE DEPARTMENT
APRIL 2019
A SERVICE
PUBLICATION
OF THE
LA GRANGE
FIRE DEPARTMENT
708-579-2338
LOCAL EVENTS – 2019
73rd Annual Pet Parade
Saturday June 1, 2019
9:30AM-11:00AM
Farmers Market
May- October - Thursdays
7:00AM – 1:00PM

Annual Craft Fair
July 12 – 14, 2019
Endless Summer
August 2 – 4 , 2019

Above is a 1951 American LaFrance fire engine that served the Village of La Grange from
1951 until it was replaced in 1980. The vehicle is pictured outside of the firehouse then
located at 27 W. Calendar.

A MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE CHIEF
ESCAPE PLANNING

IAFF Local 2338 - 26th
Annual Golf Outing TBD
West End Arts Festival
September 7 – 8, 2019
Fire Department
Annual Open House
Saturday October 5, 2019
11:00AM - 2:00PM
Halloween Walk –
Saturday October 26,
2019
Hometown Holiday Walk
December 7, 2019
5:00PM – 9:00PM

Your ability to escape from your home depends on advance warning from
smoke alarms and advance planning. Talk to your family about what you
should do if there is a fire. Practice your fire escape plan at least twice a year.
Plan an outside meeting place where everyone will meet once they have
escaped. A good meeting place is something permanent, like a tree, light
pole, or mailbox a safe distance in front of the home.
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Smoke detectors provide early warning to the potential of a fire. As with any electronic device which
is on 24 hours every day, Smoke Detectors and Carbon Monoxide Detectors can wear out. Today’s
units are required to be replaced every six to ten years depending on the manufacturer. Most new
devices will begin to beep once every four seconds as a way to notify you that it needs to be replaced.
To find the date your detector was manufactured, give the unit a slight twist to release it from its base,
turn it over and the date should be clearly marked. Should you need help with your detector, call the
fire department for assistance.
The NFPA web site offers important information on a variety of important safety topics -- everything
you need to know to keep you, your family, and your neighbors safe from fire and related hazards.
Visit www.nfpa.org for more information.
Calls of Note:
On April 14, 2019, at 1239 hours, La Grange Co. 1111 responded to the 00 block of S. Kensington for
the tree branch that fell onto the house. Upon arrival, crew found a large tree branch that broke off and
landed on the roof of the house. Crew used a ladder to look into the attic through the attic scuttle and
found the branch had penetrated the roof and damaged several roof joists. Crew advised LTACC to
notify and request the building department and Public Works to the scene. DPW arrived and arranged
for a contractor to remove tree branch. The building owner was advised that occupant could not stay at
location due to unknown extent of structural damage. Occupant arrived on scene and stated he would
be going out of town for the next week and would not be staying in his unit. Crew placed scene tape
around the area and had DPW block off street with barricades until branch was removed. The building
owner is to handle board up and check for further damage in the morning. Building department to
follow up in the morning as well.
On April 17, 2019, at 1704 hours, La Grange Co. 1112 responded to the 500 block of S. 10th Avenue
for the unknown odor inside the house. Upon arrival, crew investigated and found the odor was due to
the neighbor using smoker chips on the grill. Also, during investigation, crew found the dryer vent was
clogged. The crew removed the vent and cleaned it out before putting it back together. Reminder: A
clogged dryer vent can allow posiounous carbon monoxide gases to accumulate in the home. Dryer
vents should be inspected often and cleaned as needed.
On April 20, 2019, at 1338 hours, La Grange companies 1111 and 1114 responded to the 300 bock of
W. Burlington for the report of mulch on fire. Companies arrived on scene and found a six inch circle
of mulch smoldering. Crew smothered the mulch to extinguish. No further hazards, both companies
returned to previous assignment.
On April 20, 2019, at 1747 hours, La Grange Co. 1111 responded to the 100 block of S. 7th Avenue for
the report of a dog stuck under a vehicle. Upon arrival, crew determined that the dog was not stuck and
assisted with coaxing the dog out from under the vehicle. Once the dog came out, crew returned in
service to quarters.
On April 21, 2019, at 0640 hours, La Grange 1101 responded mutual aid to the 4500 block of Harlem
Avenue in Lyons for the motor vehicle crash. Upon arrival, 1101 assisted with command and
operations for a car versus a tanker truck fully loaded with gasoline. All assignments were completed
without incident, 1101 was released and returned.
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On April 21, 2019, at 0640 hours, La Grange Co. 1112 responded mutual aid to the 4000 block of
Joliet Avenue in Lyons as a change of quarters engine company. While in quarters, 1112 responded to
the 7800 block of 47th Street in Lyons for a vehicle accident. All assignments were completed without
incident, Co. 1112 was released and returned to quarters.
On April 22, 2019, at 1802 hours, La Grange companies responded to the 900 block of S. 7th Avenue
for the outside gas leak. Upon arrival, crew investigated and found the homeowner had attempted to
remove an old gas service line that NICOR had yet to shut down. Crews entered the home to monitor
for natural gas and found extremely high readings in the basement with additional readings throughout
the home. Crews began to ventilate the home before NICOR arrived to mitigate the leak. Due to the
equipment and actions needed to mitigate the leak, the crews stood by with a charged hoseline. Once
the leak was mitigated, the home was turned back over to the homeowner and the fire companies
returned to quarters.
Hanging it up
This monthly report will be my last, as I am set to retire on May 31, 2019. I would like to thank the
Village of La Grange for the opportunity to serve as the Fire Chief these past 5 years. It has been my
pleasure to have served the citizens of La Grange and the surrounding communities, for more than 30
years.
The decision to leave is never easy, especially when the Village Board and management staff have
been so supportive of not only me, but the entire Department. I am fortunate to have worked with such
a talented and professional group of Department heads.
To the Fire Department staff, both past and present, thank you for your support, hard work and
dedication to the fire service. It has been my pleasure to have worked with all of you.
I’m going to miss helping people. I have made a lot of friends in the fire service, this community, the
business district and in the schools. Thank you and please stay safe.
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE SUMMARY
January 1, 2019 – April 30, 2019

FIRE PREVENTION

Fire Inspections
January 1, 2019 - April 30, 2019
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TRAINING DIVISION
TRAINING HOURS FROM JANUARY 1, 2019 – APRIL 30, 2019
2017 Total

2018 Total

2019 - YTD

2,813.21 Hours

3,899 Hours

1,496 Hours

Fire Chief

"THE FIREMAN"
"I HAVE NO AMBITION IN THIS WORLD
BUT ONE, AND THAT IS TO BE A
FIREMAN.
THE POSITION MAY IN THE EYES OF
SOME, APPEAR TO BE A LOWLY ONE;
BUT WE WHO KNOW THE WORK WHICH
A FIREMAN HAS TO DO BELIEVE IT A
NOBLE CALLING.
UNDER THE IMPULSES OF SUCH THOUGHTS
THE NOBILITY OF THE OCCUPATION THRILLS
US AND STIMULATES US TO DEEDS OF DARING,
EVEN OF SUPREME SACRIFICE."
EDWARD F. CROCKER
CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT
FIRE DEPARTMENT
CITY OF NEW YORK
1899 - 1911
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